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THE FINANCE OF ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE 


T a recent discussion at the R.I.B.A. upon the subject 
Lof Organisation of an Architect’s Office,* with special 
reference to finance and fees, some very interesting points 
were brought forward by the leading speakers, and a lively 
and instructive discussion followed. 

Architecture has rarely proved a “ money-making ” 
job, and those who enter its ranks do not expect to retire 
in affluence after middle age has passed. They enter it 
mainly as a consumingly interesting calling, and if they 
apply to its practice the best qualities within them they 
are rarely disappointed, except during the periods of 
frustration which appear on the architect’s horizon rather 
more frequently than with most other professions. They 
do owe it to themselves, however, to see that their terms 
of service shall bring such rewards as shall enable them 
to practise architecture in conditions of peace of mind, 
undistracted by financial embarrassment, and in an atmo- 
sphere in which they can really give of their best. 

The payments upon which an architect lives are in an 
unusual form, in that they appear to have the nature of 
a commission upon the cost of a transaction, such as might 
be properly drawn by any authorised agent or middle 
man, but are in fact entirely different in intention and 
operation. The agent of a selling organisation paid on 
commission is paid in this form as an inducement to sell 
as much as possible. Obviously, the architect, although 
he would appear to profit by expanding costs, is not paid 
on a percentage’ basis for any such purpose as this. It is, 
in fact, greatly to his credit that the average architect 
spends so much of his time in attempts to keep down the 
cost of the work he has been engaged to administer, although 
knowing well that his efforts may work against his material 
interests. 

This form of payment is the profession’s simple solution 
to the task of assessing the proportionate fair return an 
architect must have for specific services, and it is only 
when attempting to devise an alternative that it becomes 
apparent how fair it is. Originally, professional ex- 
perience had assessed a percentage of five as a fair average 
return. Shortly after the 1914-18 war, this was adjudged 
to be inadequate, and it became raised to six. There 
appears to be no intention to alter this basis, although 
there were some slight suggestions that the times were 
ripe for another review. 

There are, indeed, some lay people who suggest that 
with the costs of building soaring, this percentage is pre- 
senting the profession with a handsome harvest ; to which 
some architects.reply that, on the contrary, practice is so 
much more arduous under present conditions, and the 
cost of living and staffing so much higher than before the 
war, that the boot is on the other foot. 3 

Generally speaking, we incline to the view that the 
architect’s times of trial have arisen more out of dis- 
turbances and interruptions in the flow of building than 
from any inadequacy in the scale of fees upon work in 
actual progress, and that there is little ground for calling 
for @ revision in the scale at the present juncture. It is 
quite true that the number of extra services which the 
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architect has now to perform are mounting up at an 
alarming rate, and that the average member of the pro- 
fession is carrying out those services without extra 
charge to his clients. It becomes a question, therefore, 
whether there should not be some general agreement in 
the profession as to what it should exclude from the 
comprehensive services presumed to be covered by the 
Scale of Charges, not merely by the letter of the text but 
by custom and practice. This is a point the Practice 
Committee might well take up, possibly producing a 
specific scale of fees for the extra services, such as the 
obtaining of licences and the making of returns upon 
current works, which have now made their appearance. 
There is no doubt that, if the architect were adequately 
paid for these. gratuitous additions to his burden, the 
basic scale would remain as equitable as in the past. 

There were some interesting exchanges in the discussion 
at the R.I.B.A. upon the question as to the average pro- 
portion of income to expenditure in architectural practice, 
and opinions were widely divided upon this point. In 
point of fact, it is one which depends so much upon the 
individual case, and as between one district and another, 
that it would have been surprising to find any semblance of 
unanimity in the matter. 

The energetic young man beginning in practice with a 
few jobs can make a reasonable living upon a surprisingly 
small turnover. He can’ give his undivided attention to 
the smallest detail of his work, and by personal industry 
can keep his running expenses down to an almost negligible 
figure. These conditions persist until his practice grows 
beyond the compass which one man can keep in his own 
hands and his own head. At that stage he must cio one 
of two things. Either he must restrict his output to the 
few jobs he can reasonably administer personally in all 
their stages, or he must engage qualified assistants to take 
over some of the “thinking” as well as the “ doing,” so 
that his control can cover a wider field. If he is wise 
he adopts the latter course, and at that point there is always 
a marked lag in the growth of his income in proportion to 
his turnover. 

When, by expansion, that lag has ceased, there is yet 
another phase in which income keeps pace with the growth 
of the practice, until another crisis approaches and more 
drastic steps, as to assistance or a partnership, are taken. 
In all these matters he must have a clear head as to what 
he may dare and what he dare not refuse to venture. Mr. 
Boys had some very pertinent and helpful suggestions to 
make in connection with budgeting for the future, which 
is the only way in which a sound basis can’be found for 
deciding whether or not to venture upon expansion. 

The times are both difficult and tantalising for the 
architect, as for many other people. Many architects, of 
course, are actively engaged on housing and planning, but 
large numbers of practices which depend mainly on a 
steady flow of general building work are virtually at a 
standstill. Many young architects, too, are reported to 
be emigrating to the Dominions for lack of employment 
here. The problem is @ serious one that should engage 
the anxious attention not only of the professional 
organisations but of the Government. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Charing Cross Railway Bridge. 

THoseE who saw the evening papers on 
Friday last may have read with high 
hopes that ‘‘ Charing Cross Bridge is to 
disappear,’’ and have congratulated them- 
selves that one of London’s greatest eye- 
sores was at last doomed. Alas for those 
hopes! More careful study of the London 
County Council Town = Planning Com- 
mittee’s report to last Tuesday’s meeting 
will show that the Council’s part is to be 
confined to commenting on various aspects 
of the report of the Railway (London 
Plan) Committee, and informing the 
Ministers of Transport and of Town and 
Country Planning that ‘‘ the Council 
accepts the Report in principle,’ subject 
to certain detailed observations. 

Chief among these observations are that 
an early decision in regard to the proposed 
new station sites at Waterloo Junction 
and Tower Bridge-road is necessary ‘‘ in 
view of the imminent development of these 
sites’’; that, to achieve a substantial 
improvement in Bermondsey’s redevelop- 
ment, the main line viaduct terminating at 
Waterloo Junction should be at sub-surface 
Jevel; that the Post Office tube should be 
extended, and main line terminals linked 
up with a similar small gauge tube railway 
for parcels; and that ‘‘ consideration 
should be given to the possibility of giving 
higher priority to the removal of Charing 
Cross railway bridge in order to expedite 
the carrying out of the first stage of the 
Thames South Bank Scheme.’’ The Council 
“*would be unable to make any substan- 
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tia] contribution to the cost of these pro- 
posals, and considers that the Government 
should meet the net cost, in so far as this 
cannot be recovered from the railways or 
the travelling public.’”” Thus the matter 
rests very much where it did before. 

We note with satisfaction, however, that 
the Council has acquired, at an unpublished 


Shown above is ‘“‘ The West Wind ’’—one of a group of four sculptures intended 


for Waterloo Bridge. The sculptor is Charles Wheeler, R.A. 


(See note on 


this page.) 
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price, the leasehold interest in property 
required for the Thames South Bank 
Scheme. 


Sculpture on Waterloo Bridge. 

Tuose who recall the original designs for 
Waterloo Bridge will remember that there 
was a provision for the erection of four 
figure groups in stone, intended to be 
placed on masonry blocks incorporated for 
the purpose at each of the four stairways. 
Those who use the stairways would unite 
in the opinion that the lack of these sculp- 
tures is badly felt, and renders the design 
of the staircases severe and incomplete. 

At Tuesday’s meeting the Chairman of 
the Planning Committee withdrew ‘‘ with- 
out comment’’ the proposal to consider 
designs prepared by Mr. Charles Wheeler, 
R.A., for a series of four Portland stone 
groups, symbolic of ‘‘ The Four Winds,”’ 

“he dimensions of each group would be 
about 11 ft. by 3 ft. by 6 ft. high. The 
cost would be £11,800, of which about 
£2,000 would be for supplying and prepar- 
ing the stones. A model (14 in. to the foot) 
of one of the figure groups, with drawings 
of the others, was on view at County Hall 
on Tuesday, and a photograph of the model 
is given in these pages. 

he figure is a recumbent one, and 
represents ‘‘ The West Wind.’’ A drawin 
on view shows the four groups—South an 
West Winds represented by female figures, 
and North and East Winds by male 
figures. The model is bold in its model- 
ling, and the sculptor has succeeded in 
conveying the idea of the four winds. 
The bridge in its architectural character 
has a good deal of refinement, and it may 
be thought that the groups are a little too 
rugged, but that is a matter of opinion. 


Ministry of Health and Housing? 

A nore in J'he T'ribune of November 1 
contains the suggestion that, since ten 
Government Departments are at present 
concerned with housing and building plans, 
** some kind of urgent rationalisation is re- 
quired if the next phase of our building 
programme is to be streamlined.’”’ The 
writer of the article disclaims a new 
Ministry of Housing and suggests that 
‘*the fullest use should be made of the 
excellent personnel of the Ministry of 
Health, and the functions of the Ministry 
should be divided to cope with the new 
job. The Health Bill will be through the 
Lords in another two weeks. It then be- 
comes a routine administrative job which 
no longer requires the full attention of the 
Minister, who can be freed to deal only 
with houses and all other forms of build- 
ing. . . . The Ministry of Works could re- 
vert, to its traditional function of looking 
after common interests, parks, ancient 
monuments and all that, and its surplus 
staff could go to the Health Ministry which 
could then become a ‘eal Ministry of 
Building.” 

What gives point to the article quoted is 
that the former editor of The Tribune is 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan, Minister of Health, 
whose wife, Miss Jennie Lee, remains a 
director. 


Stage and Film Architects. 

How well or how badly have architects 
been dramatised on the stage and in the 
cinema? This was the subject upon which 
a well-known set designer was entertain- 
ing us a few days ago. Architects, as 
types, have usually been considered rather 
bad “‘ box-office,’ their work being too 
complicated, lacking in that really warm 
human emotion which appears to distin- 
guish doctoring and, ous enough, by 
Hollywood standards, law, though a note- 
worthy exception to this rule was the 
recent film, ‘‘ Claudia and David,’’ where 
the architect-hero is positively human. We 
remembered a play by Dodie Smith with 
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an architect in the lead. <A: prosaic, but 
successful type, who, when asked what 
sort of work he did, replied : ‘“‘ Oh, banks, 
just banks, you know.’’ His lack of emo- 
tion was noteworthy. 

Mr. Miniver was apparently an archi- 
tect, but, judging by the house he lived 
in, not a very good one; however, he 
could afford to send his son to Oxford. 
In the film, ‘‘ The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back,’’ a young architect was spend- 
ing most of his time entering competitions 
and getting nowhere. On receiving the 
notification that he had not been placed, 
he took his chance to put over some fine 
‘ham ”’ acting. 

But perhaps the classic of them all was 
a film of the “‘silent’’ days—‘‘ The Ten 
Commandments ’”’—in which an architect 
with a certain financial interest in the 
building business built an 
cathedral—presumably in concrete. Wish- 
ing to save money, he issued orders to 
make the concrete a very weak mix. The 
building completed, he unwisely chose to 
show his mother its glories. | We need 
hardly recount that the cathedral collapsed 
with dire results to all. 

Perhaps our readers can cap this one? 


Lambeth Palace: Plan for Restoration. 

Ir proposals prepared by the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Commissioners are adopted by the 
Church Assembly, which meets for the 
autumn session next week, Lambeth Palace 
will cease to be the official residence of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Com- 
missioners have accepted the view which 
the Archbishop holds, as did Archbishop 
Temple before him, that the home of the 
Archbishops of Canterbury should be in 
the diocese, and in the cathedral city from 
which St. Augustine began his work. 

In a report issued by the Commissioners, 
it is proposed that Lambeth Palace should 
be so restored as to serve four main pur- 

oses. The library will be enlarged to 
include most of the rooms between it and 
the crypt of the chapel; on the main floor 
will be official rooms for the use of the 
Archbishop and his chaplains and secre- 
taries; part of the upper floor will become 
a private lodging for the Archbishop; and 
the other parts of the building will be 
adapted as a guest-hostel, to be available 
for visiting bishops and others at the 
Archbishop’s or other suitable invitation. 
The chapel would be restored in due course. 
Plans for the restoration of the building 
have been prepared by Messrs. John Seel 
and Paul Paget, FF.R.I.B.A., 41, Clot 
Fair, E.C.1. 

R.1.B.A. Inaugural Meeting. 

Tue inaugural meeting of the session 
1946-47 will be held at the R.I.B.A., 
66, Portland-place, W.1, on Tuesday, 
November 12, at 6 p.m., when the Presi- 
dent, Mr. L. H. Keay, O0.B.E., M.Arch. 
Lyvpl., will deliver his inaugural address 
and will unveil the portrait, by James 
Gunn, of Sir Percy Thomas, 0.B.E., Hon. 
LL.D., D.L., J.P., Past-President. 


** Duration of the War.” 

For the purposes of consents granted 
under the London Building Acts and per- 
missions granted under the Town and 
Country Planning Acts for periods expiring 
six to twelve months after the war, the 
L.C.C, Town Planning Committee has de- 
cided that March 26, 1946, should be re- 
garded as the date of the end of the war. 


Professional Announcements. 

Captain G. T.. Topp, R.E., P.A.S.1., and Cap- 
TAIN H. R. Lepson, R.E., P.A.S.I., recently de- 
mobilised, have entered into partnership and 
commenced practice as chartered quantity sur- 
veyors, under the title of Todd and_Ledson, at 
13, Rumford-street, Liverpool, 2. Trade cata- 
logues will be appreciated. . 

Mr. W. J. Skinner, F.S.I.(Colonial), Quantity 
Surveyor, Public Works Dept... Hong Kong, 
would be pleased to receive trade: catalogues. 


enormous | 
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SIR PERCY THOMAS, O.B.E., Hon. LL.D., D.L., J.P., Past-President of the. 
Royal Institute of British Architects. From the portrait, by James Gunn, to be 
unveiled on Tuesday next. 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, November 11. 

Lonpon Master Buitpers’ Association (CENTRAL 
No. 3 Area) Luncheon, Holborn Restaurant. 
Speaker: Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, Director, 
L.M.B.A._ 1 p.m 


Royau Institution oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS. 
Presidential Address by Mr. A. G. Harfield, 12, 
8t. George-street, London, 8.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

CuartereD Surveyors’ BeNevoent  Funp. 
Annual General Meeting. Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, 12, Great George-street, 
8.W.1. 11.30 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 12. 

Roya, Institute of British Arcuitects. Inau- 
gra General Meeting. Address by President. 

.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

THe INstrTUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, 
Scottish Centre. Messrs. R. Grierson and Forbes 
Jackson on “ bap same ei Principles Applied to 
the Design and Construction of Domestic Water- 
Heating of the Solid Fuel/Electric Type In- 
stallation.” The Royal Technical liege. 
George-street, Glasgow. 6.15 p.m. 

Wedn November 13. 

Toe Institute oF WELDING (Norta_ Lonpon 
Branco). Mr. F. Clark, M.B.E., on “ airing 
and Reclamation.” The Technical lege, 
East Ham, E.6.. 7.30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 14. 

Town AND CouNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
Lunch-time talk. Mr. A. W. Kenyon, F.R.1.B.A.. 
on “Building in Sweden.” The Planning 
Centre, 28, King-street, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. 

Lonpon Master Buivpers’ Association (Sourn- 
EasteRN Ares). Luncheon, Black Horse Hotw 
Sidcup. 1 p.m. 

INsTITUTION oF StRuCTURAL ENGINEERS. Profes- 
sor A. D. Ross on “The Effects of Creep on 
Instability and Indeterminacy investigated by 
Plastic Models.” 11, Upper Belgrave-square, 
8.W.1: 6 p.m. 

Friday, November 15. 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties ARCHITECTURAL 
Association. Mr. R. A. Simons, of the Building 
Research Station, on “Codes in Relation to 
Architectural Practice.” Royal Birmingham 
Society of Artists’ Galleries, New-street, Bir- 
mingham. 





COMPETITION NEWS 


Liberton Housing Scheme, Edinburgh. 
Mr. George D. Macniven, assessor. in 
the oe for designs for the 
Liberton housing scheme for Edinburgh 
Corporation, has made_ the following 
award: Ist (£500 9 he Mr. D. 
Stratton Davis, A.R.I.B.A., 12, Queen- 
street, Gloucester; 2nd (tie), Messrs. J. H. 
Pollock and J. Ferguson, Medwyn Bank, 
Gylemuir-road, Edinburgh, and Messrs, J. 
D. Cairn and Ford, 63, Georgesstreet, 
Edinburgh. There were 80 designs, ,which 
are now on view at the Leith Library. 
** An announcement by the R.I.B.A. on the 
subject of Competitions is on page 482. 


j From The Builder of 1846 
Saturday, November 7, 1846. 

Honour To THE Farr Sex.—At the risk 
of vexing some who would not have their 
good deeds brought too prominently for- 
ward, we cannot avoid making honourable 
mention of the remarkable perseverance 
and devotion of the daughters of General 
Simcoe, who distinguished himself in the 
American War. These ladies, on the ruins 
of the old abbey of Dunkswell, near Honi- 
ton, have erected a church for which they 
worked all the stone with their own hands. 
.. . We have a worthy companion for 
these ladies, whose names we mention with 
due respect, in Miss Richards, of Stow 
Langtoft, Bury, who has with her own 
hands, as we hear, glazed all the windows 
in her father’s church with stained glass. 
painted and burnt by herself! 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


TOWN PLANNING IN WEST AFRICA 


(THE Architectural Association’s session 

of lectures this year was opened on 
Wednesday, October 30, at 36, Bedford- 
square, W.1, by the annual general meet- 
ing. Ip the absence of the President (Mr. 
Graham Dawbarn) the chair was occupied 
by Mr. Ratpn Tusss, A.R.1.B.A., Vice- 
President. The principal business was to 
hear and discuss lectures by Mr. E. 
Maxwewt Fry, B.Arch., F.R.1.B.A., and 
Miss Jane B. Drew, F.R.LB.A., on 
“‘ Colonial Planning and Housing,’’ which 
dealt with experiences in West Africa. 


After briefly sketching the history of yp, 


West Africa in modern times, Mr. 
Maxwett Fry said that during the war 
he had been in Burma expecting to come 
home on a short leave to England when 
he was made Town Planning Adviser for 
the British Colonies in West Africa. He, 
with Miss Drew, a staff of five Europeans 
and one West African fully trained archi- 
tect, had undertaken, this work. The 
terms” of reference were wide, allowing 


him to do anything that would help town - 


planning, architecture or “housing in any 
of the Colonies concerned, The members 
of his party had separated, in some cases 
settling down in a large town, in others 
touring from ‘village to village. Their 
first object was to find out as much as 
they could about the country and its 
people. Information. was not to be got 
by asking people to fill up forms, or by 
consulting records, but by personal con- 
tact and conversation. At town the 
planners had got five maps and various 
sketches, and. by combining these had got 
one map which could be read with a suffi- 
cient. degree of accuracy to be used as a 
basis for town planning; but in some 
places such maps did not exist at all. 
‘After several months of work in isolation, 
the members of the team had met at 
Accra to discuss various problems, and 
then schemes of town planning had been 
put on paper. None of these schemes had 
een very daring or offered a new form of 
planning. To a very large extent they 
were what could be done with a problem 
that had to be dealt with at first hand 
‘with whatever information and resources 
were available. 


Plan for Fifty Years. 

The native people brought plans to the 
District Commissioners, and the planners 
pieced these together to make some kind 
of plan to last, say, fifty years in a country 
with a rapidly growing population. 
Problems had varied immensely. In 
Gambia the planners had concentrated on 
the outcome of building a projected trans- 
Atlantic airport. This had not mate- 
rialised, so that a great deal of their 
advice was of little use, but, incidentally, 
they had told the people to tidy up their 
own little capital of Bathurst, and_ this 
‘was being done. In Freetown it had been 
nearly useless to plan until there was a 
decent water supply. In spite of the 
enormous rainfall, the reservoir was 
nearly empty within two or three months 
of the setting in of the dry season. The 
town was overcrowded, its connection 
with the hinterland was not very direct, 
and in peace time the harbour arrange- 
ments were so poor that the masters of 
ships would not bother to call. Before 
planning could be done it was necessary to 
make sure that Freetown had a water 
supply and a deep-water quay for its har- 
bour, and before the planners left both 
these things were under way and there 
~was a good chance of their being carried 


out. That being done, the plan had con- 
centrated on the effects of moving the 
wharf from its present position to a new 
site further up the river, and making new 
roads into and out of the town so that 
traffic could move freely. Doing these and 
other necessary things would strain the 
finances of the Colony. 

The Gold Coast was comparatively rich. 
There were towns already quite beautiful 
and fairly well laid out. Lagos was grow- 
ing so rapidly that it would become a 
political problem of some magnitude. The 
country could provide an income for roads, 
drainage and other things associated with 
uropean cities, The different situation 
allowed the provision of a much more 
thorough-going~ plan. In Kumasi the 
centre. of the town was a low valley 
formerly a marsh. The marsh had been 
drained and a railway taken through it. 
The planners had made two proposals; one 
which would have moved the railway out 
altogether would have’ cost £1,500,000 and 
had, not béen ‘accepted; but an alternative 
plan costing £250,000 had been put in the 
forefront of town planning policy. Accra 
and Kumasi had now for the first time 
African majorities on their town councils, 
and these were meeting ‘all the pains and 
tribulations of running a town and paying 
for it. By coming now, town planning 
could save them a great deal of money. 
So far these towns had no great pressure 
of population, but they were increasing 
rapidly. In the towns the African saw 
the doorway to a new life, and the 
planners’ job was to make the towns 
better and more healthy. 


No Standard Plan Possible. 

Miss Jang Drew said her work had been 
mainly in the villages, where houses of 
two and three storeys were constructed of 
lattice-work covered with mud. This mud 
was collected from the bottom of pools 
which are now being condemned on health 
considerations. The mud houses were re- 
paired every year, and when houses were 
built of better materials the people had 
not the money to keep up repairs. The 
Public Works Department had a model 
grid plan used for villages, but this was 
quite unsuitable because, ignoring the con- 
tours of the soil, it resulted in the founda- 
tions being washed away from houses 
when the water rushed down the slopes in 
the rainy season. What were meant for 
roads behind the houses became ditches 
because of this erosion. One of the things 
the planners had learned was that there 
could be no standard model plan in West 
Africa; there could only be principles to 
be applied according to the land and the 
habits of the people. ‘They had prepared 
plans where, so far as possible, roads fol- 
lowed contours. The attempt had been 
made to bring in community centres, a 
lorry park, market and shops off the main 
road, and a play park for children. The 
children nearly all worked; one saw them 
at four years old carrying logs of wood 
on their heads. 

The planners had ‘held an exhibition. 
Visitors had been interested and had 
asked the planners to come and plan their 
towns.or villages. The African lived in a 
little compound, and so they had planned 
what might be called a back garden com- 
pound with washhouses and latrines, and 
on the other side a front garden compound 
where people could sit and chat. 

One matter the planners had attended 
to was the devising of an African kitchen. 
During most of the year cooking was done 
in the open, but this was impossible 
during the wet season. A very able engi- 
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neer who was one of the party had carried 
out erertong the other planners had 
suggested, building twelve different 
variants of the African kitchen, all of 
which had been extremely popular. The 
same engineer had invented a great im- 
provement in African construction by 
using stabilised earth and cement. The 
English form of construction was far too 
expensive for the average African, and 
where by-laws were made in the towns for 
an English form of construction the natives 
overcrowded because they were too poor 
to have more than one room for a great 
many people. Means must be found suit- 
able to their way of life. 

The Africans were very keen to make 
improvements. On one occasion when the 
planners had gone to a village about a 
school the chief had asked them to make 
a plan. They had made one with a park 
and market extension. They had put a 
few roads between his houses and had 
asked him to fill in his sanitary lanes with 
flower gardens. A fortnight later, when 
revisiting the place, they had found half 
the lanes filled up and flowers put in. 
Among the other things the planners had 
done was the preparation for the villages 
of a book which it was hoped would help 
in planning. 

Mr. Sprwaxk asked whether it was pos- 
sible to marry modern building technique 
with West African conditions. 

Miss JANE Drew said that ways had 
been found of ameliorating the problem of 
erosion. One was to run roads parallel 
with the contours of the soil, another was 
to provide proper drains, a third wag not 
to expose the earth, and a fourth was to 
allow the planting of a certain number of 
trees in the towns. 

Mr. Maxwett Fry said that the designs 
of planners were defeated by the low 
income of the people. In the south of 
Nigeria the average income was £8 or 
£9 per head per annum, and out of that 
everything must be paid for, including 
Government services, health, education, 
and everything else. 


OBITUARY 


W. Harding Thompson, M.C., F.R.1,B.A. 

WE regret to announce the death on 
Sunday of Mr. William Harding Thomp- 
son, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., at the age of 58. 
He was President of the Town » Raat sl 
Institute in 1939-40. 

Born in 1887, Mr. Thompson was edu- 
cated at Giggleswick School and London 
University, later going on to Liverpool 
School of Architecture, where he was 
Holt Travelling Scholar and Lever Prize- 
man, and to Rome, where he was a 
student at the British School in 1913. On 
the outbreak of war he joined the H.A.C. 
and served throughout the war with this 
regiment and the Royal Field Artillery, 
being adjutant of the 79th Brigade of the 
latter and gaining the M.C. On demobili- 
sation, he was appointed architect for 
Enham Village Centre for Disabled Ex- 
Servicemen, and this was the beginning 
for him of private practice as architect 
and town planner. He held several plan- 
ning appointments, of which perhaps the 
chief were as technical consultant to the 
regional planning committees of Hertford- 
shire, Oxfordshire, and Dorset. 


Mr. Thompson, who could write with 
charm and point, wrote a number of 
books, contributing ‘‘ Devon,’”’ ‘‘ Dorset,”’ 
** Surrey,’’ “‘ Sussex,’’ and (with Geoffrey 
Clark) ‘‘ Lakeland.” He also published 
‘* Cornwall, Coast, Moors and Rivers.”’ 
In the late war he served from 1941-43 in 
the R.A.F.V.R. 

















@ovember 8 1946 


CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE 
AND HOUSING IN SWEDEN—2 
By Frank T. Winter, F.R.1.B.A. 


DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 


(HERE seems to be a tendency in modern Swedish 
architecture to follow less closely than in most 
countries the forms that have to some extent become 
internationalised during the last two or three decades. 
Emphasis is on the plan, and elevational treatment is 
usually quite simple and unsophisticated, even to plain- 
ness. The significant point, however, is that the com- 
mon vernacular standards of design have reached a high 
level based essentially on common-sense principles. 
While this simplicity is everywhere in evidence in the 
external treatment of buildings, many modern Swedish 
interiors are designed with great beauty and dramatic 
effect. The same applies to the design of domestic 
buildings, where good planning, combined with appro- 
priate interior treatment, is the first consideration. 


The blocks of flats described in the first of: these 
articles afford a good illustration of this point, with their 
straightforward shapes and plain wall services relieved 
only by the shadows of recessed or projecting balconies 
and the rhythmic repetition of simple window units. 


Although reinforced concrete is made use of in the 
taller of these buildings, brickwork, supplemented. in 
many cases by concrete blocks, is the staple building 
material for the construction of walls. Its thickness, 
with or without a cavity, is calculated not only for 
strength, but also to give satisfactory insulation against 
the severe winter cold. Very often the walls are faced 
with brick—there is a light buff-coloured brick which is 
particularly effective—but stucco still retains its popu- 
larity as a finishing material, self-coloured in a variety 
of tones, with white and cream predominating. The 
stucco is made up and applied according to specifications 
scientifically prepared with the special object of avoi:- 
ing the defects (such as surface cracking) to which this 
material is known to be liable. 

The low-pitched roof, usually covered with pantiles, is 
now the most generally adopted form, and appears to a 
large extent to be superseding the flat roof, except 
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Co-operative ‘‘high-point’’ Flats at Gardet, Stockholm. 


where the size or shape of a building renders the latter 
more practicable. This may be accounted for partly by 
the present shortage of materials for reinforced con- 
crete, partly because experience has shown that the 
pitched roof affords greater protection against the ele- 
ments in winter, such as melting snow, and partly be- 
cause many architects prefer it on ssthetic grounds. 


Model of New Residential Area, Saltsjébaden. 
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Block of Flats at Uppsala. 


























When flat roofs are employed, they are built with over- 
hanging eaves, and seldom, if ever, with a solid parapet. 


The use of standard windows is nowadays almost uni- 
versal, and this applies not only, to domestic work but 
to offices and public buildings as well. One particularly 
good type is that which consists of a single glazing 
unit—very often square—pivot-hung and operated by a 
lever attached to the sill. Windows are generally made 
of wood of stout section, and all are fitted with double 
sashes for purposes of insulation. (See page 478.) 


Little more need be said about methods of construc- 
tion, except to observe that, while architectural detail 
is everywhere of the simplest kind, building owners are 
apparently agreed that it is economical to use 
thoroughly good materials and to use them well. Build- 
ing costs at the present time are high, and many 
materials, even good timber, have to be rationed in 
order that they may be used where most.needed. 


ONE-FAMILY HOUSES 


Much of what has been said on the subject of flats 
applies also to one-family houses. These fall into three 
classes. the ordinary private house such as might he 
built in the country or in a suburban area, the semi- 
detached or terrace house (Radhus), and the “ small 
cottage.” The last mentioned will be dealt with later 
as a special subject. 

Many planning schemes include all the types of flats 
and houses so far mentioned (other than the small cot- 
tage). A good example of this is Sune Lindstrém’s plan 
for the development of a hilly site at Saltsjébaden. In 
the photograph of the model the three-storey flats, de- 
tached houses, and houses of the radhus type are visible 
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in the distance, while the high-point flats and com- 
munity centre are grouped on rising ground towards the 
left. In the foreground can be seen an ingenious 
arrangement of terrace houses stepped in continuous 
blocks up a steep rocky hillside. There is a tendency 
here, as in other site plans, to reduce traffic roads to 
minimum requirements and to make full use of sub- 
rar ered roads and paths for access to the flats and 
ouses. 


In Swedish houses of all sizes a basement is looked 
upon as a necessity, and, indeed, it does serve a very 
useful purpose in accommodating such rooms as the 
heating chamber, fuel and other stores, wash-house, 
bathroom, steam bath, or workshop. When, as often 
happens, this occupies only a part of the space covered 
by the building. the basement can be arranged as a 
lower ground floor, the ground and upper floors being 
situated at half-storey levels. This arrangement reduces 
the number of stairs between floors, and it can some. 
times lead to interesting elevational treatments. 


The house at Djursholm, which is the private resi- 
dence of the architect Sune Lindstrém, and was built 
in 1944, is a good case in point. It will be seen that the 
fullest use has been taken of natural site levels in de- 
signing a balanced composition as well as an interesting 
plan. The lower ground floor contains the main entrance 
hall, two guest rooms, cloak-room, central heating plant, 
and storage of various kinds. The upper ground floor 
consists of a large living-room. On the first floor is 
a hall with dining alcove, kitchen with laundry 
attached, and the parents’ bedroom suite, the four 
children’s bedrooms and bathroom being grouped io- 
gether at the higher level. The house is built of wood, 
and is painted externally in the red ochre colour of 
Swedish tradition. 


Terrace houses are not particularly numerous, but 
there is plenty of evidence to show that architects have 
given a good deal of thought to their design, and are 
still doing so. Various means have been. adopted for 
creating a feeling of individuality in the houses (even 


* «by. variations in colour treatment), while retaining the 


continuity of the terrace as a whole. Many of the best 
examples contrive, by projecting out a part of each 


Block of Flats, Uppsala. Living-Room with Library Over. 
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Ground-Floor Plan. Hall, with Dining Alcove. 
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House at Djursholm. Sune Lindstrém, Architect. 


house, to arrange a recess in the corresponding part te ber houses, of course, have a long tradition behind them. 
serve as a secluded sitting-out space. At the interesting old cathedral and university town 

Constructional methods vary, but they are mostly of Uppsala, a place where the architecture of all periods 
found to fall under two main heads—brick or concrete from the Middle Ages to the present day is happily 
blocks covered with stucco, and timber. Swedish tim- combined, there are to be seen, for example, wooden 
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Proposed Terrace Houses, Saltsjsbaden. Sune Lindstrém, Architect. 
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A type of terrace nouse developed at Friluftstaden (Open-air City), near Malmo. 


houses designed in true Renaissance style. The present 
system of facing the walls with vertical boarding and 
cover slats follows this tradition. 

These timber walls lend themselves to prefabricatioz 
in sectional units, and their capacity for insulation 
represents one of the most important factors in their 
design. They usually consist of an outer and an inner 
thickness secured to a light skeleton frame. The outer 
thickness is built up of two layers of boarding with 
building paper between, and the inner one of tongued 
boarding 2 in. or so thick, the framing between being 
filled with sawdust or shavings. Outside, the boarding 
is finished with vertical battens and painted white or 
cream (or, more particularly in country districts, a 
red colour), and the inside can be treated with canvas 
and wall paper, fibre board, or with any other desired 
finish. 


THE STATE AND HOUSING 


It is evident that there exists in Sweden an admirable 
degree of balance and co-operation between the State 
and private enterprise, officialdom and human needs. 
This is made possible to a large extent by the fact that 
much of the land in and around a city like Stockholm is 
in the ownership of the municipality—the result, of 
course, of a long-term policy of planning. The activi- 
ties of the great housing societies, as we shall see later, 
are closely allied with and supported by the State. Con- 
trol over the use of land, as well as over the design 
of the buildings on it, is much more complete and far- 
reaching than in England, and all with very satisfactory 
results. 

It was about eleven years ago that the Swedish 
Government outlined its present policy—at a time when 
the country had barely recovered from the world-wide 
economic depression of the earlier 1930’s, and when a 
long period of housing shortage still persisted. In 4 
country like Sweden, with a total population of only 
six and a half million and a relatively low birth-rate, 
the problem was a serious one, and State policy was 
directed with especial emphasis towards the provision of 
cheap dwellings for people in the lower income groups 
with families of children. 

Large’ funds were set aside, accordingly, for the 
purpose of stimulating new housing enterprise, and great 
benefit has since been derived from them. These State 
funds are administered by a central organisation known 
as the Building Loans Office. Loans are made on third 
mortgage covering up to 90 per cent. of the building 
costs, and in the case of loans to municipalities and 
certain socially useful housing undertakings up to 
95 per cent. They are granted on a long-term credit 
basis, being repayable over a period of 30-40 years. 

State guarantees are also obtainable in respect of 
interest on first or second mortgages, and these tend 
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to have an important stabilising 
effect. 

During the earlier part of the war 
it became evident that increased 
building costs would necessitate 
some form of rent control, and in 
1942 emergency measures were 
introduced. These took the form of 
additional grants or loans made 
available free of interest and amor- 
tisation for a period of ten years, 
after which the position would be 
reviewed in the light of conditions 
then prevailing. It is believed. 
however, that present conditions are 
such that the need for these emer- 
gency grants will not long be 
continued. 


MUNICIPAL FLATS 


Another form of State aid—and 
a very important one—is the grant 
of family contributions to tenants 
of municipally controlled flats. 
This is made by means of a reduc- 
tion of rent according to the size of 
the family. The reduction for a 
family with three children under 
16 years of age is 30 per cent. of the standard rent; 
for a family with four children it is 40 per cent.; and 
so on, up to a maximum reduction of 70 per cent. for 
a family with eight children or more. 


All State loans and grants required for the financing 
of these State-aided family dwellings are made directiy 
to, or through the agency of, the municipalities. They, 
in turn, are expected to observe certain conditions and 
to make their own contribution, which must include the 
provision of building sites free of cost. 


The City of Stockholm, to take a good example, has 
made an extensive contribution to housing in this par- 
ticular sphere of activity, working through a municipal 
organisation known as A. B. Stockholms, Ltd., which is 
constituted as a joint stock company. By this arrange- 
ment the City gives the necessary direction for a new 
housing scheme to be initiated, provides a free site 
and guarantees loans up to 95 per cent. of the cost, the 
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Typical Wall Construction in Timber. A—Loose batten and 
cover board fixed after erecting wall sections. B—Joint between 
wall sections. C—Wall lining. D—2-in. t. & g. 
E—Building paper. F—Light framing filled with shavings or 
sawdust. 


planking. 


G—Horizontal boarding. H—Building paper. 
J—Cover boards and battens fixed vertically. 
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Left : Layout of a group of three- and four-storey municipal flats at Stockholm. 
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Scart or feet 


Right : Typical plans of municipal flats 


at Stockholm, varying from one room with cooking recess and lavatory to four rooms, kitchen, bathroom and lavatory. 


company financing the remaining 5 per cent. and organis- 
ing the scheme generally. It has been the practice to 
have the buildings erected by contract, the plans being 
prepared by the City’s building department or by private 
architects. 

The above brief account makes no reference to the 
important réle played in this enterprise by other 
organisations working in collaboration with the City 
authorities, such as the National Association of 
Tenants’ Savings and Building Societies, whose 
activities we shall discuss more particularly in the third 
of these_ articles. 

The buildings themselves usually take the form of 
simple rectangular blocks of the lamellar type, 27-28 ft. 
deep and three or four storeys high, arranged on the 


varies from one-room flats for single persons (with 
kitchen recess and lavatory), occupying about 220 ft. 
super. of floor area, up to large family flats having four 
rooms, kitchen and bathroom and an area of 900 ft. 
super. or more. The most common type is one which 
is planned to occupy 430 to 580 ft. super., consisting 
of two rooms, kitchen and bathroom. 

Strict economy in planning is needed if low rents are 
to be secured, and the plans here illustrated will serve 
to show how thoroughly all available floor space is 
utilised. Generally speaking, it would appear that the 
size of the flats is not particularly generous, but an 
improvement in this direction is to be expected as new 
legislation becomes operative. 

Heating and hot water, from a central source supply- 







































































site with particular regard to aspect. Accommodation ing a whole group of buildings, is universal. Equip- 
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A standard type of three-bedroom house from Stockholm. The ground floor is raised to allow 
which forms a part of most Swedish houses. 
































of natural lighting to the basement, 


480 


ment is simple but efficient, and 
includes in all cases the garbage 
chute already described. 

Careful selection of tenants and 
the supervision of premises help to 
ensure that proper standards are 
upheld when once the buildings 
have been let. But this is not all, 
for positive as well as restrictive 
measures are adopted wherever 
possible in the form of day 
nurseries, play-rooms, workshops 
and club rooms, as well as out- 
door playgrounds — and these, 
directed and supervised by the 
City’s Child Welfare Committee, 
make a most valuable contribution 
to the welfare of the respective 
communities. 

It is estimated that something 
like 10,000 flats of the type described 
above have been built in Sweden 
since the scheme was initiated. 


SMALL COTTAGE BUILDING 


Whilst the idea of living in 
flats is very. generally recognised 
in Sweden, the advantages of a 
house and garden for a family with 
young children are not lost sight of 
in the official housing programme. 
This fact is illustrated by the 
‘Small Cottage ’’ movement that 
has been developing in the princi- 
pal towns during the past 20 years. 
Let us see how this works at 
Stockholm. 

As long ago as the beginning of 
this century, the authorities began 
to launch their far-sighted policy 
of buying land for housing, and 
continued it until areas amount- 
ing to some 22,000 acres had 
been acquired for this purpose on 
the outskirts of the city. The 
advantages to be derived from a 
scheme like this—the freedom of 
scope for planning, and control over 
the disposal of land and over its 
development generally—are at 


once obvious. The City’s “‘ small cottage ’ 
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A two-bedroom bungalow with basement—a popular type from Stockholm. 
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scheme for 


assisting people in the lower or lower-middle income 
groups to provide houses for themselves is a very good 


case in point. 


Earlier experiments made during the first quarter 
of the century by contractors, private organisations and 
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amateur builders met with only limited success, and 
in 1924 the City Council decided to collaborate in the 
erection of a number of quite small cottages of pre- 
fabricated construction—a scheme which has continued 
progressively ever since. 

Three main factors are essential to this scheme: (1) 








A Two-Storey House. 
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the ability of the municipality to provide leasehold sites 
at reasonable ground rents and to make liberal advances 
of capital, (2) the willingness of prospective house 
owners to co-operate and assume a proper share of 
responsibility, and (3) a high degree of standardisation 
in the prefabricated buildings and of organisation 
generally. 

These prerequisites arise out of the nature of the 
scheme itself. Briefly, it is that the City, having made 
the land available, undertakes to loan the necessary 
capital or mortgage up to 90 per cent. of the building 
costs, and the owner undertakes to supply the equiva- 
lent of the remaining 10 per cent. in the form of his own 
personal labour. 

The scheme generally is administered through the 
machinery of the City’s Small Cottage Bureau, but this 
does not concern itself only with financial transactions. 
It arranges for the supply of materials and prefabri- 
cated parts (everything that is capable. of prefabrica- 
tion is delivered to the site completely ready for 
assembly), it makes urrangements with contractors to 
carry out at the proper time any works such as special 
foundations, laying of services or central heating, which 
the owner may not do himself, it provides technical 
instructors and supervisors, and it deals with routine 
matters and accountancy. 

But the City does not intend that it should be regarded 
entirely as a fairy godmother, and the house owner is 
expected to play his part—to the extent, in fact, of 
assuming full responsibility for the building as an 
independent contractor. 

This is a clever idea. It enables the owner to get 
on with his job untrammelled by the worries and 
troubles that follow in the wake of any building enter- 
prise, it endows him with a sense of responsibility, 
encourages him to build well, and creates a feeling of 
propriety. At the same time it indemnifies the muni- 
cipality against future claims, prevents the possibility 
of any conflict with the trade unions, and tends generally 
to ensure a contented community. 
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Standard Small Swedish House in Course of Erection. 


Any danger of speculation is averted by the imposition 
of a rule that allows a building owner to sell his house 
once only, and even then the whole transaction must 
be subjected to a system of scrutiny, the purpose of 
which is to prevent the sale of houses as a means of 
profit-making. 


A Living-Room in a Standard Small Swedish House. 
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Leases are granted for a period of 60 years, during 
which time the City’s expenses are fully repaid by 
ground rent and mortgage repayments. The scheme 
is thus self-supporting and requires no State subsidy, 
except to cover the cost of family contributions, which, 
as in the case of the municipal flats, are allowable 
to families with three children or more. 

The houses are usually built on plots having an area 
of roughly 20 poles, which are leased at a ground 
rent of £11 to £12 10s. per annum. There are at 
present two main types: (a) a bungalow having three 
rooms and kitchen costing about £900-£950*, and (b) 
a two-storey house with four rooms and kitchen costing 
about £1,000-£1,050. The yearly outlay (apart froin fuel) 
for the two types is about £55 and £60 respectively. 
By way of comparison, it is interesting to note that 
the rent of one of the newer municipal flats in Stock- 
holm having one room and kitchen averages £60-£65, 
and that it is from the tenants of such flats that a large 
proportion of the lessees are drawn. 

The houses themselves are quite simple in design. 
They are built with a basement which usually contains 
washhouse and bathroom accommodation and the boiler 
for central heating, in addition to useful working and 
storage space. The basement walls of concrete blocks 
(rendered above ground level) form a base upon which 
the prefabricated sections of the superstructure can be 
set up, consisting of timber walling and partitions and 
a low-pitched roof covered with pantiles. Equipment is 
efficient and up-to-date, and the houses generally are 
comfortable and warm. 

That they are popular is shown by the demand which 





* Sterling values are calculated throughout at the normal rate of 
20.00 Kr. to the £. The present rate of exchange is about 14.50, 


THE BUILDER 


November 8 1946 


there is for them, and that up to the present 5,000 
have been completed at Stockholm. This does not mean 
that leases are granted to all comers. On the contrary 
an applicant, to be successful, must satisfy the authori- 
ties that his income falls within certain maximum and 
minimum figures (8,000 Kr. and 3,500 Kr. per annum, 
respectively), that he is likely to prove satisfactory as 
a house-builder and owner, and that his credentials in 
all respects are good. 

The original intention was to avoid the high cost of 
excavation and foundation work by developing cottage 
estates on level land which would also have the advan- 
tage of being easily cultivated. The layouts are often 
arranged in some form of grid pattern, the houses regi- 
mented in straight rows without much variation except 
for an open space or playground to break up the regu- 
larity. Theoretically the system may be logical enough 
where standardised planning is the rule and aspect a 
main consideration; nevertheless, it does seem to be 
rather unimaginative. Many prospective owners prefer 
to build their houses in the more hilly, wooded locali- 
ties, where the estates are laid out with winding roads 
which form just an overall pattern of irregular curves. 

It is sufficient to add that the cottage estates are all 
so situated that they are within 25 minutes’ travelling 
distance of the City, and that the need for schools, 
shops, playing fields, and other communal facilities is 
not overlooked. A point that deserves notice, finally, 
is that gardening is encouraged under the guidance of 
an expert adviser appointed by the City expressly for 
that purpose, and he takes charge also of all common 
gardening associated with the estates as a whole and of 
the planting and preservation of trees. 


(To be concluded.) 








From A.A. Members’ Exniwiuon. 


LITHOGRAPH. By Julian Leathart, F.R.I.B.A. 





COMPETITION NEWS 


R.1.B.A. Competition Regulations. 

The R.I.B.A. issues the following note 
concerning the revision of Clause (E) of 
the regulations governing the promotion 
and conduct of architectural competi- 
tions :—- 

Clause (E) of the regulations govern- 
ing the promotion and conduct of archi- 
tectural competitions at present reads 
as follows :—‘‘If no instructions are 
given to the author of the design 
selected by the assessor to proceed 
within 12 months from the date of the 
award, then he shall receive payment 
for his services in connection with the 
preparation of the competition drawings 
of a sum equal to 1} per cent. on the 
amount of the estimated cost stated in 
the conditions up to £50,000, but if the 
estimated cost of the work exceeds 
£50,000 he shall be paid a sum equal 
te 14 per cent. upon the first £50,000, 
plus 4 per cent. upon any sum in excess 
of that amount. The first premium 
shall be deducted from the sum so paid. 
If the work is subsequently proceeded 
with, this sum shall form part of his 
ultimate commission. 

‘‘ Tf within 12 months of the award, 
the promoters shall decide to proceed 
with part of the work only, the author 
of the selected design shall be paid, 
including the premium and in addition 
to the scale fees on the work which is 
being carried out, a sum equal to 1} 
per cent. on the difference between the 
cost of the work carried out and his 
estimate of cost up to £50,000, and if 
the total estimate exceeds £50,000, then 
a further } per cent. on any sum in ex- 
cess of this amount, which sum shall 
also merge into the commission when 
the remainder of the work is sub- 
sequently executed.” 

In view of the increased cost of building 
the Council on the recommendation of the 
Competitions Committee have amended 
this Clause by substituting the figure 
** £100,000 ’’ for ‘‘ £50,000.”’ 




















16 











November 8 1946 


THE BUILDER 


483 





Entrance Quadrangle, from the East. 


UPPINGHAM SCHOOL SANATORIUM 
EASTON & ROBERTSON, ARCHITECTS 


SET IN A PLEASANT GARDEN WITH A 
well-wooded perimeter, the Sana- 
torium for Uppingham School is,.on 
the western outskirts of Uppingham. 
Before its enlargement it consisted 


of two detached stone houses with 


beds for 14 patients. These houses 
have been altered, although their 
character has been retained, and 
connected by the erection of a two- 
storeyed building which contains 
the bulk of the new Sanatorium. 
Of necessity simple and functional 
in design, this building nevertheless 
reflects something of the suavity of 
the houses, mainly through the use 
of the same stone and bricks of 
similar colour. 


Internally a unity of planning has 
been achieved, despite the difficul- 
ties which are inherent in such a 
problem. The new Sanatorium has 
96 beds, 38 of which are on the 
ground floor. It is completely self- 
contained as a hospital for a large 
public school, having its own laun- 
dry and kitchen. Minor surgical 
and casualty operations can be 
performed in the small operating 
theatre suite. Provision has been 
made for ambulant as well as bed- 
ridden patients, since the more 
serious medical, surgical and infec- 
tious cases are sent elsewhere. 


Two wings projecting southwards 
contain 12-bed wards on each floor. 


The beds are arranged parallel to 
the outer walls, the wards being 
divided into three sections by 
means of glazed metal screens. The 
remaining wards are designed for 
two, three or four beds each, with 
ene seven-bed ward. Balconies are 
provided for those wards surround- 
ing the entrance courtyard, al- 
though the windows of the wards 


are so designed as to give a maxi- 
mum amount of light and air. An- 
cillary rooms are ample for the 
limited service given. Adequate 
quarters are provided for many of 
the nursing and domestic staff, but 
a large proportion live or board in 
the town. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. William Moss and Sons, 





~ View from S.S.W., showing link with old work. 
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Ltd., of Loughborough, and Mr. 
H. W. Page was the clerk of works. 

Sub-contractors and _ suppliers 
were: Duncan Watson (Electrical 
Engineers), Ltd., electrical work; 
J. Wontner-Smith, Gray and Co., 
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One of the 12-bed Wards. 


Lid., heating and laundry equip- 
ment; Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., metal windows, bedside 
screens; Dent and Hellyer, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings; Matthew Hall and 
Co., Ltd., internal plumbing; Dies- 


Main Corridor and Stairs. 


peker and Co., Ltd., floors and ter- 
rezzo paving; Frazzi, Ltd., Paropa 
roofing; British Challenge Glazing 
Co.. lantern lights; James Slater 


, Ltd., sterilisers and AGA 
Etchells, Congdon and 


and Co 
cookers; 


Operating Theatre. 
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Muir, Ltd., hand-power service lift; 
E ©. Blackmore, balustrading, bal- 
cony railing, etc.; Treloar and 
Sens, linoleum; Bennet Furnishing 
Co., Ltd., clothes lockers; Nettle- 
fold and Sons, Ltd., ironmongery; 


UPPINGHAM SCHOOL SANATORIUM. 


Carter and Co., Ltd., wall and floor 
tiling; Compactom, Ltd., flush 
doors; Parker, Winder and 
Achurch, Ltd., railings and gates; 
Albert J. Shingleton, light-tight 
blinds; Docker Brothers, paint; 

EASTON & 
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Williamson, Cliff, Ltd., facing 
bricks; Roneo, Ltd., steel shelving; 
Constructors, Ltd., strong room 
door; Loft Ladders, Ltd., loft lad- 
ders; and Davis Gas Stove Co., Ltd., 
gas cookers. 


ROBERTSON, ARCHITECTS 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


GREAT BRITAIN 


THE ninth of the monthly Housing Progress Reports, presented to Parliament as White 
Papers* by the Minister of Health and the Secretary of State for Scotland, shows that the 
position in Great Britain at September 30 was as follows :— 


ALL HOUSES (permanent and temporary, local authority and private enterprise). 


Total at Increase on August increase 
September 30. August 31. on July. 

Houses completed— 

(Permanent 31,955 ; Temporary 57,040)t 88,995 16,862 11,681 
Houses under Construction— 

(Permanent 166,644 ; Temporary 26,685) 193,329 13,794 16,373 
Total Houses Built or Building— 

(Permanent 198,599 ; Temporary 83,725) 282,324 30,656 28,054 


+ Not including 3,480 temporary huts. 


In addition, 105,439 permanent houses are projected but not yet begun (88,334 on local 
authority tenders approved, 13,078 under licences issued to private builders and 4,027 under 
licences issued or approvals given to Housing Associations). 

The total of houses of all types either built, building, or projected for Great Britain as a 
whole is 387,763 (compared with 358,677 at the end of August). This total does not include 
the balance of 74,000 temporary houses projected. 

During September accommodation was provided—by new building, repair of uninhabitable 
houses and requisitioning and conversion—for 23,617 families (compared with 18,484 in 
August). The number of temporary houses completed during the month was 9,864, compared 
with 6,751 in August. 

In the, period since March 31, 1945, accommodation has been provided in Great Britain 
for a total of 242,302 families, which includes 128,010 in the London area. Both these figures 
take into account revised information received from local authorities in respect of earlier 
months. 


PERMANENT HOUSES ; Division between local authorities, private enterprise and Housing Associations 
(Great Britain). 











Houses Inc. on August Houses under Inc. or August 
completed Aug. 31. increase —_ construction dec. on increase 
at Sept. 30. on July. at Sept. 30. August 31. on July. 
Local Authority --- 10.555 2,535 1,796 116,450 15,107 13,188 
Private Enterprise ... oo BT See 3,713 2,755 34,450 —338 1,105 
Housing Associations = | aoe 43 13 3,727 531 471 
War Destroyed Houses 
Rebuilt— 
Local Authorities . 2,084 335 169 4,082 —89 44 
Private Builders oc AIS 372 197 7,935 1,241 854 
Total Permanent 
‘ouses a “en 3985 6,998 4,930 166,644 16,452 15,662 
Taking England and Wales only, the position was :— 
Houses Inc. on August Housesunder Inc. or August 
completed August 31. increase construction dec. on increase 
at Sept. 30. on July. at Sept.30. August 31. on July. 
Local Authority 7,377 2,313 1,504 97,972 11,927 11,560 
Private Enterprise... 16,916 3,639 2,693 32,594 —577 963 
Housing Associations aaa 41 ll 4 374 —) 99 
War Destroyed Houses 
Rebuilt— : 
Local Authorities e-- 1,982 243 167 3,542 3 46 
Private Builders . 1,570 367 197 7,893 1,199 854 
Total Permanent 
4 s+» 27,886 6,573 4,565 142,375 12,543 13,522 





Housing Labour Force. 

The total labour force employed on the construction or repair of houses in Great Britain 
rose during September from 593,900 to 603,900. There were 167,400 men engaged on the 
building of permanent houses, compared with 156,600 at the end of August ; and 40,300 
on erection of temporary houses (compared with 39,400). The number on war damage 
repairs again dropped—from 148,000 to 147,000. (Norr.—Owing to revision the figures for 
August differ from those given in the August Housing Return.) 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS. 


England and Wales. 
September 30. August 31. 


Scotland. Great Britain. 
September 30. August 31. September 30. August 31. 


Completed Houses— 














Permanent ake 27,886 21,313 4,069 3,644 31,955 24,957 
Temporary 48,495 41,058 8,545 6,118 57,040 47,176 
Total ... 76,381 62,371 12,614 9,762 88,995 72,133 
Under Construction— 
Permanent 142,375 129,832 24,269 20,360 166,644 150,192 
Temporary 22,448 24,051 4,237 5,292 26,685 29,343 
Total ... 164,823 153,883 28,506 25,652 193,329 179,535 
Tenders Approved (a)— 
Local Authorities 169,172 155,523 54,227 51,009 223,399 206,532 
Licences issued (a)— (b) (b) 
Private Builders 3 ae 59,501 57,115 2,744 2,016 62,245 59,131 
Families Rehoused... .- 227,859 211,050 14,443 11,514 242,302 222,564 
Housing Labour force (c)... 549,500 540,000 54,400 53,900 603,900 593,900 





(a) Includes houses under construction and houses completed. 

(b) Only includes houses covered by licences issued by local authorities on behalf of the Ministry of Works 
as frcm August 1, 1949, 

(c) Does not include German prisoners engaged on preparation of sites. 





+“ pon neck Fa cated Return for England and Wales, September 30, 1946. H.M. Stationery Office, price 
+» post-free 5d. 
fr be 6939 Housing Return for Scotland, September 30, 1946. H.M. Stationery Office, price 3d., post- 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readens, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

Cost of Houses. 
To tHE Epiror or The Builder. 


Sm,—In your report of the ‘‘ Ministry 
of Fuel and Power Conference ’’ [October 
25], the following figures are given regard- 
ing building costs of houses of approxi- 
mately 1,000 sq. ft. :— 

Highest Lowest 
£ £ 


External Walls 210 130 
Pitched Roofs ... 105 75 
Floors... 75 35 

Totals 390 240 


Assuming that few houses are built to 
either of these specifications, but are of 
medium quality, the mean of these prices 
is £315 per house. 

On another page in the same issue, Mr. 
Freeborn, L,.R.I.B.A., gives the average 
price of council houses during the last 15 
weeks at £1,189, and states that the 
average charges for land and architect’s 
fees would be about £70 per house. This 
brings the costs of walls, roof and floors, 
land and supervision, to £315+ £70=£385 
per house. 

I should like to know how the other 
£804 (£1,189-£385) cost per house is 
accounted for. Several of my friends, too, 
are ‘interested in this point. 

PuzzLeD. 


To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Still the controversy over the per- 
mitted cost of houses goes on. But some 
of your contributors, and certainly your 
leader writer [October 11] seem to have 
missed the point of Mr. Bevan’s warning 
about increased wages. To my mind, he 
was saying that any increase in building 
costs due to a rise in wages to 3s, an hour 
must be absorbed in a smaller percentage 
of profit. Whether his attitude is right or 
not I don’t presume to say, but that is my 
interpretation of his warning, particularly 
as it is but a short while ago that 
‘Tribune,’ the weekly paper with which 
he and his wife are intimately connected, 
published an article stating that in spite of 
the rises in wages which have been gained 
during the past fifty years, the respective 
ratios of salaries, wages and profits have 
not altered at all. 2 

In the meantime, and whilst, to my 
mind, Mr. Bevan is obsessed by the profits 
which are being made by builders of real 
houses, I wonder if it would be possible 
for him to turn someone loose to investi- 
gate the ridiculously high prices which are 
being charged for prefabricated houses be- 
fore they are even provided with services, 
foundations, and roads ? 

Ron HaRRIson. 

Sydenham. 

**Mr. Bevan, in the course of the speech 
which he made at the dinner of the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry, said : 
“T want to point out to everybody concerned 
that, whatever settlement may be arrived at. 
bui‘ding prices must go no higher. They have 
already gone as high as this country can stand. 
and we are entitled to expect from the industry 
that whatever modifications take piace in con- 
ditions of the industry shall be assimilated 
by higher business efficiency.” He added that 
there was need for greater productive effort than 
ever before.—Ep. 





Kidbrooke Training Centre. 


The Government Training Centre for 
building craftsmen at Rochester Way, 
Kidbrooke, Kent, was formally  in- 
augurated on Tuesday, November 5. 
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ROAD COMMUNICATIONS 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND* 


In Northern Ireland the increasing flow 
of traffic of all kinds has stressed the im- 
portance of the construction and mainten- 
ance of public roads and the matter has 
been the subject of much legislation, the 
trend of which has been towards the 
centralisation of road services on a county 
basis. Powers for the road authorities 
have been expanded by the Acts of 1928 
and 1937, the latter making the Central 
Government Department responsible for 
road administration. 

The area has a large mileage of roads in 
proportion to its size and population, and 
its relatively small extent favours the 
handling of traffic by road rather than by 
rail; it is predominantly rural in character, 
with few vn centres of population, and 
therefore inter-city traffic is on a small 
scale as compared with Great Britain. 
Roads are divided into Classes I, IT and III, 
and there has been a definite improvement 
in all these during the last 20 years; but 
as during this period the number of motor 
vehicles has increased from 15,713 to 
60,144, it is obvious that a good deal more 
1s needed in this direction. 

It is proposed that the existing road 
classification should be extended by two 
additional classes, the motor-way and the 
arterial road, both these to be vested in 
the Government Department charged with 





* Road Communiations in Northern Ireland. 
Interim Report of the Planning Commission. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1946. 1s. 
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road administration as regards the costs 
of provision and maintenance. This course 
is desirable by reason of the fact that 
many of the smaller Borough and Urban 
District Councils have not the resources to 
deal with roads of the type demanded, nor 
have they at their disposal the technical 
advice essential to the snaees of roads 
for heavy or high-speed traffic and also 
giving the necessary attention to the 
preservation of landscape effects along 
the route selected. It is considered that 
a proportion of the present Class I roads 
should be upgraded to the status of 
‘‘ arterial ’’ roads, and in certain cases 
a Class II so utilised by reason of its 
better siting and position. 

The plan given for the general road 
scheme shows an “ arterial ’’ route in the 
form of a ring starting from Belfast and 

assing through Ballymena, Coleraine, 

ondonderry, Strabane, Omagh and 
Armagh back to Belfast. Part of this 
might be a two-track road, and two 
branches are indicated, one to the port 
of Larne, and the other southward to- 
wards Dublin. In addition to this ring 
there is an almost compiete scenic road 
following the coast line from Newry to 
Bangor and from Larne to Lough Foyle. 
A similar road is planned to encircle 
Lough Erne at the extreme west of the 
district. These and other main roads 
would be formed to a large extent by 
progressive and judicious improvements of 
existing routes; but the main circuit first 
mentioned is regarded as of immediate 
urgency. The standards laid down for 


this would be subject to a comprehensive 


November 8 1946 


road survey, but should include adequate 
carriageways, cycle tracks and footpaths, 
while points of access must be limited as 
far as possible, and ribbon development 
would be inadmissible. 

H. V. L. 


PRECISION-BUILT HOUSES 


SMITH’S BUILDING SYSTEM 


THE houses shown on this page have 
been erected to a system devised after 
several years of research and experiment 
by Mr. Howard Smith and British Steel 
Constructions (Birmingham), Ltd. The 
shell of the house is of pre-cast concrete 
slabs faced with brick tiles 1}-in. thick, 
each slab being of a maximum size of 
6 ft. by 2 ft., weighing 6 cwt. Ground 
floor wall thicknesses are 8 in. and first 
floor 6 in., while internal load-bearing 
walls and partition walls are 4 in. and 
3 in. thick, respectively. Certain other 
units—e.g., chimneys, lintels, door hoods, 
etc.—are also pre-cast. Production of the 
slabs is on a continuous conveyor belt 
system, and slabs are dispatched to site 
in the order needed. 

The most important feature claimed for 
the system is the saving of labour, and 
this is achieved by the patent building 
gantry, erected over the foundation 
raft as the first stage in construction. 
No piece of this gantry (which can be 
erected in six hours) is too heavy to be 
handled by two men. It is claimed that 
when the cycle of operations is complete, 
the shell of one pair of houses is ready 
for tiling every 12 hours. Smith’s Build- 
ing System may be used on licence by 
contractors, who should apply to British 
Steel Constructions, Birmingham. 


Laying brick tiles in Steel Moulds. 











Prefabricated Wall block being laid in the prototype house. 
Note the suspended scaffolding operated by hand winch. 


The prototype houses in course of erection. 


The building 


gantry is for a pair of semi-detached houses. 
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ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION 


COUNCIL 
58TH QUARTERLY MEETING 


Mr. Sypnexy ‘Tatcuen, C.B.E., 
F.R.LB.A., took the chair at the 58th 
ordinary meeting of the Architects’ Regis- 
tration Council, held on October 18, at 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 

The minutes having been adopted, the 
following recommendations, submitted by 
the Board of Architectural Education, were 
approved: (a) That each scholarship be 
increased by the sum of £15 for the year 
1946-47, and (b) that power be given to 
the Panel of Examiners, subject to the 
approval of the chairman of the Finance 
Committee, to make such adjustments to 
scholarships awarded by the Council at 
their June meeting as may have become 
necessary. 


Committee on Public Legislation. 

In submitting a memorandum under this 
heading, Mr. Vincent Burr moved : 
“That a special committee be appointed, 
consisting of one representative of each of 
the statutory bodies and the ‘un- 
attached’ architects, to watch the general 
trend of public legislation in regard to 
housing, war damage, etc., as it may affect 
the architectural profession as a whole, and 
to consider any required amendments to the 
Architects (Registration) Acts, 1931-38.” 

Mr. Howard seconded. 

In introducing the motion, Mr. Burr 
drew attention to certain anomalies which 
existed, among them that once a person 
had got on the register, perhaps under 
false pretences, and that was not discovered 
within six months of the false representa- 
tion, that person could not be turned off 
the Register. Another outstanding point 
was that the Council had to decide a 
period of time for striking off one who had 
been subject to wrong doing, and he felt 
that the sooner they could get that portion 
of the Act amended whereby the Council 
had to define a period of striking-off, the 
better. Another point requiring considera- 
tion was a proposal that no one should be 
placed on the Register until he had had 
two years’ practical experience : the Board 
had agreed with that proposition, but it 
had been found impossible to get over that 
difficulty owing to various legal points con- 
nected with the Act. 

Mr. Darcy Brappeizt said that the 
proposition seemed to fall into two parts. 
He was prepared to vote that the Council 
could have its own committee to go into 
the second part, namely, matters of its 
own internal concern, but he would most 
strenuously oppose the other part of the 
recommendation that such a committee 
should poke its nose into things which were 
the duty not of the Council but of its 
constituent bodies. 


Following discussion, Mr. Burr 
amended his motion to read: ‘‘ That a 
special committee be appointed . . . to con- 


sider any required amendments to the 
Architects (Registration) Acts, 1931-38.’ 
Mr. Howarp seconded. After further dis- 
cussion, the motion was put to the vote 
and declared lost by seven votes to 15. 

The report of the Admission Committee 
recommended the admission to the Register 
of 131 names and the rejection of 28 appli- 
cations. Of the total of 5,511 applications 
received under the 1938 Act and under 
Regulation 26, all but 366 have now been 
dealt. with. Since the last Council meet- 
ing four appeals have been heard, of which 
one—that of Mr. William Anderson (Rox- 
burghshire)—has been allowed. 

The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee reported that on October 4 there 
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were 368 retention fees unpaid, correspond- 
ing figures for 1945 and 1944 being 666 and 
502, respectively. ‘The names of those 
whose fees are unpaid on November 18 
will then be struck off, except for archi- 
tects resident overseas, who are given until 
December 31. 

The Privy Council has suggested that 
six nominations for a padi oe seeking 
election as a representative of the ‘‘ un- 
attached’ is better than 12, and has 
also enameled that retiring members of the 
Council should obtain the same number of 
nominations as other candidates. 


SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 
R.1.B.A. 


Special Final Examination. 
Mr. Richard P. Thomas has passed the 
R.1.B.A. Special Final Examination held 
oe Seed Southern Rhodesia, in July, 


Examination for Office of Building 
Surveyor. 

At the R.I.B.A. examination for the 
office of building surveyor under local 
authorities, held on October 9, 10 and 11, 
five candidates presented themselves, and 
the following were successful :—Mr. 
Clifford Harnott, Mr. Roland H. Thamp- 
son, Mr. Norman J. Willis. 


AUCTIONEERS’ INSTITUTE 
“The Rise in Building Costs.” | 

Tue steady rise in building costs was 
referred to by Mr. Stanley Edgson, 
D.L., F.S.I., when he delivered a paper 
on ‘‘ The Effect of the War and Govern- 
ment Policy on Urban Real Property ”’, at 
a meeting of the Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute on Thursday, 
November 7. ’ 

We take the following extracts from 
the speaker’s remarks :— 

It would not be appropriate for me to 
discuss building costs at length. Two ex- 
cellent papers which thoroughly explore 
this subject were read before the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors—one 
in November, 1943, by Mr. Horace 
Langdon, with special reference to the 
Essential Work Order, the Uniformity 
Agreement and the basic costs of labour 
and material; the other by Sir Thomas 
Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., last April, 
more particularly dealing with investiga- 
tion into building costs. 

These costs are steadily rising; wages 
have been considerably increased since 
then and operatives at the moment are 
clamouring for a further 6d. per hour; the 
cost of administering P.A.Y.E.; addi- 
tional contributions for National Health 
Insurance; holidays with pay; | the 
guaranteed week and so on all add their 
quota. For the same reasons the costs of 
all materials are steadily rising, some to 
an alarming degree, and often for a much 
inferior quality. But to my mind the 
most significant factor of all is the regret- 
tably low output per man-hour of the 
operative, placed by many at less than 
two-thirds of pre-war standard. One 
hoped that with the cessation of the war 
and the return of the younger men from 
the Forces, output would increase, but in 
my experience the contrary has proved the 
case. 

To seek to give any specific percentage 
of increase in building costs would he mis- 
leading, particularly as from inquiries I 
have made of many of my quantity sur- 
veyor friends, figures seem to vary con- 
siderably with the class of work.and com- 
parisons are difficult, as specifications to- 
day have to be adapted to circumstances 
including much substituted material or to 
lower standards than pre-war. 
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It is probably true to say that the 
general level of building costs of a 
** clean ’’ development of size is of the 
order of 90 per cent. to 100 per cent.. above 
those ruling in 1939—but cases have been 
brought to my notice where it is as low 
as 8u per cent. and others much higher 
than 100 per cent. 

I think it is an open secret that the 
Minister of Health sought to ‘* peg ”’ the 
cost of Council houses around 23s. per 
foot super, but I'am given to understand 
it has already risen to 24s. 6d., and this 
figure can only be achieved by subsidising 
the cost of certain basic materials. 

Small jobbing work regrettably shows 
even higher. increases and in my experi-’ 
ence it is an under-estimate merely to 
double your pre-war provision. 

ls there any hope that building costs 
will decline with an increased volume of 
production, a greater supply of younger 
and mobile labour, improved methods of 
construction, and a reduction in cost of 
building materials as men and standard- 
ised production get into full swing? Per- 
sonally I doubt it. Perhaps the greatest. 
safeguard would be a return to more open 
competition amongst gem enterprise, 
moving in a free market to select their 
labour and buy their materials. But even 
with the release of the present strangling 
contro!s which cause such frustration and 
delay at all phases of a development, T 
fear we shall be lucky if we succeed, in 
keeping building costs at their’ present 
level. Regrettably, I express the viéw 
that it will need a severe slump and a 
period of acute unemployment to eradicate 
the major cause of the present ‘poor 
quality of output. - 4 ob 

Summarising his. paper, the speaker 
said he would . stress the . following 
points :— : 
(a) That in spite’ of all ‘the vicissitudes 

of the..war, urban property has stood 
up remarkably well as compared. with. 
other forms of security. . ' 


(b) That capital values generally speak-~ 
ing will tend to rise. Satta 

(c) That this tendency is, in spite of the 
fact that the present Government 
policy seems to single out the prop- 
erty owner for special treatment, of & 
purely sectional nature. rin? 

(d) That at..no,time;.was our. professional 
responsibility so great, in that values 
are so transient,.. .. _..., - 

And the Government should be urged 
to-—— 

(e) Get away from 1939 -ceiling levels 
and base compensation on intrinsic 
values. : 

(f) Meet its war damage value payments 
without delay. bie ase 

(g) Permit the landlord to pass on fe his: 
tenant the legitimate increased cast. 
of. maintenance and provision of 
services, « an 

(h) Quickly implement in substance the 

recommendations of the Ridley Com, 

mittee and end the chaotic conditions 
prevailing under the Rent Acts. 

Give encouragement to private enter- 

prise to provide, beyond those to be 

provided by the State, homes, offices 

and factories so much in demand. ° 


(j) Forthwith allocate a proportioned 
rationing of both building labour and 
materials to all types of productive 
buildings where an acute shortage is 
proved. 

(k) And : thereby. create... more. ; free 
market which. will restore automatic- 
ally a. proper. balance of economig 
value. Feared al P 


G 
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NEW LIGHTING IN OLD 


BUILDINGS 
ARCHITECTURAL SCIENCE BOARD 
LECTURE 

Messrs. E. H. Penwanpen and 8. 
Anperson, B.Sc., were the authors of a 
paper on “‘ New Lighting for Old Buiid- 
ings,’’ xead as an Architectural Science 
Board lecture before a joint meeting of 
the iioyal Institute of british Architects 
and the Illuminating Engineering Society, 
held at the K.1.B.A., 60, Portland-place, 
W.1, on Wednesday, November 6. 

We take the following extracts from the 
paper :— 

The variety of architectural styles one 
can envisage in the title ‘‘ Old Buildings * 
enlarges the scope of the subject to such 
a degree that it is necessary to deal with 
broad principles, and to give concrete 
examples of their application in a small 
selection of typical buildings. 

These can be divided into ¢wo cate- 
gories: (1) Old buildings of historic 
interest, requiring improved. lighting. 
{2) Old. buildings of later period requiring 
modern standards of illumination, 

Old buildings of historic interest do not 
usually require very high intensities of 
illumination, but better lighting than was 
possible with the primitive facilities avail- 
able to the architect at the time of the 
erection of the building. 

Old buildings of later period requiring 
modern standards of illumination would in 
the majority of cases have been originally 
jnstalled with electric light. 

The methods of treatment can be 
extremely varied, but the one selected 
should be primarily based on an effort to 
envisage what the original architect would 
have done if he had the facilities of modern 
lighting equipment, and a knowledge of its 
scientific application at his disposal. There 
are many instances, however, where tls 
is not too obvious, and in such cases it 
is essential to strike a balance between the 
requirements of the architect and of the 
illuminating engineer. To do this it is 
necessary to explore the line of approach 
of both parties to the problem. | 

It must be accepted as an axiom that 
they are agreed that higher illumination 
values or better distribution is required. 
and therefore the problem resolves itself 
into an exploration of ways and means of 
obtaining them. The architect will be 
mainly concerned with the preservation of 
the architectural characteristics of the 
room. He will therefore be almost sure 
to impose restrictions regarding the 
positioning and appearance of the structure 
required to house the lighting equipment. 
This will enforce a measure of restraint 
on the illuminating engineer, who is 
trained scientifically to calculate lighting 
cequirements and to specify the equip- 
ment and iocation of the apparatus neces- 
sary to obtain the accepted illumination 
values, Past experience indicates that. 
this difference of approach can be resolved 
by a compromise leading to quite satis- 
factory results. 


Methods of Treatment. 

The’ method of treatment will always 

be governed by any limitations imposed 
by practical installation requirements, the 
two. main factors being wiring and 
maintenance. 
- In old buildings of historic interest with 
lighting fixtures already installed and 
which, however inadequate they may be 
as light sources, form an integral part of 
the interior decorations or for traditional 
reasons must be retained, the method of 
treatment which obviously suggests itself 
is to adapt the existing fittings 
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Candle fittings can usually be adapted 
to take the much abused electric candle 
fitments, and the light from these may 
in turn be augmented by additional 
tungsten lamps concealed in the fitting (if 
it lends itself to such treatment), or, 
alternatively, in some structural feature 
either existing or provided. Such 
additional lighting sometimes creates the 
illusion that the light is coming from the 
old fittings. 

In cases where the old fittings are 
unsuitable for adaptation and can be 
dispensed with, the straightforward appli- 
cation of modern light sources might be 
successfully applied, but the chief prob- 
lem likely to present itself in historic 
buildings is brightness contrast. The walls 
are usually very dark, and a bright light 
source silhouetted against them would 
appear very harsh. Surfaces such as 
polished mahogany offer the further prob- 
lem of specular reflections. 

A solution might be found by exploring 
the possibilities of indirect lighting from 
pendants or standards with very subdued 
visible luminous surfaces, or, alternatively, 
direct lighting from ceiling fixtures of 
appropriate design. 

Buildings with electric light already 
installed, but of obsolete character, give 
much wider scope for original treatment 
and the application of modern light 
sources. Much misunderstanding and dis- 
satisfaction is caused by the rash and 
thoughtless recommendation and use of 
innovations such as fluorescent lamps. 
There is nothing more likely to create 
prejudice against them than to misapply 
them, but with careful discrimination they 
lend themselves to the solution of many 
lighting problems where the point light 
sources of tungsten lamps would be un- 
satisfactory and often uneconomical. 

Their chief characteristic is that they pro- 
vide an initial light source of large area 
and low surface brightness. They lend 
themselves most readily to linear effects 
but can also be grouped together to localise 
the light source. 

They are indispensable where colour dis- 
crimination is necessary but, whatever 
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colour of lamp is used, they provide a 
soft and relatively shadowless effect. 

The type of lamp to be used for each 
installation must therefore be determined 
by local conditions. These include the 
nature of the work to be carried out in 
each room, for instance, clerical work, 
display of goods, varying reaction of goods 
displayed to the quality of light and other 
similar considerations. Ail these factors 
stress the fact that illumination practice 
is not limited to a stereotyped application 
of standard lighting equipment. 


Alternative Methods. 

Of the many possible alternative 
methods of treatment the following are 
typical ; 1, Adaptation of existing fittings 
2. Design of new fittings. in appropriate 
style. 3, Straightforward use of modern 
methods and equipment. 4, Supplement- 
ing existing lighting from concealed 
sources. 5, Fittings built into or extern 
ally applied to the structure. 

The London Guildhall furnished a prac. 
tical application of the adaptation of exist- 
ing fittings in an old building of historic 
interest. The old fittings were progres 
sively converted from fishtail flame gas 
burners to electric light, using carbon 
lamps, then gas-filled lamps, and were 
finally reconstructed to provide a semi- 
indirect lighting system utilising high 
wattage gas-filled lamps which materially 
increased the intensity of illumination and 
at the same time revealed the fine archi- 
tectural features of the room without 
destroying its traditional character. It 1s 
to be regretted that this beautiful interior 
was destroyed during the war. 

In contrast to this, Fullers’ Restauran! 
in Regent-street, although not an old 
building, comes under the category of old 
buildings of later period requiring moder» 
standards of illumination. The wrought 
iron pendants as originally designed were 
equipped with the old type electric candle 
tubes. To convert these fittings into units 
providing modern standards of illumina- 
tion the old candle fitments were re- 
moved and 60-watt tungsten lamps were 
titted inte the sockets and masked by 
celoid shades with flashed opal glass discs 
at the hottom. In addition a glazed 
centre fitting was designed and fixed to 
the existing corona band by means of 
short brackets and equipped with the 
necessary tungsten lamps to bring the 
illumination up to the required standard. 

An example of the straightforward use 
of modern methods of lighting and equip- 
ment is provided by the main entrance 
showrooms at Messrs. Warings’ premises 
in Oxford-street. In this instance it was 
necessary to provide illumination of a 
quality approximating to daylight to give 
proper colour values to the goods dis- 
played. For esthetic reasons the visual 
efect of the lighting fixtures was required 
in a warmer tone than that provided by 
daylight lamps. This combined effect was 
obtained by. using vertical louvres of pink 
tinted flashed opal glass between each 
lamp which masked the lamps from the 
line of vision, but allowed the light 
from the lamps to fall directly on the 
goods displayed 


Supplementary Lighting. 

The practice of supplementing existing 
lighting from concealed sources is one 
which is mainly dependent on the archi- 
tectural treatment of the interior. The 
dining hall at the Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, provides an excellent. oppor- 
tunity of applying this principle. The 
existing fittings are those originally in- 
stalled in the room and are highly valued 
hy the Principals of the College for their 
traditional associations. 

They were originally equipped with 
carbon lamps in small glass shades and 
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are unsuitable for high-wattage lamps. 
The barrel ceiling provides an_ ideal 
medium for ‘indirect lighting and the 
cornice surmounting the panelling on the 
walls lends itself to the concealment of 
specially designed fluorescent lamp units 
as the light source. Experiments revealed 
the fact that with the lamps fixed on 
the wall surface, the light emitted up- 
wards vertically above the lamps empha- 
sised to an unwelcome degree the irregu 
larities of the plaster ceiling. To over 
come this objection it was agreed to cut 
a shallow channel in the walls to permit 
the lamps to be recessed behind the wall 
surface and a specially designed reflector 
was incorporated to concentrate the 
light on the opposite half of the 
barrel ceiling. .It' was proposed to retain 
the original fittings equipped with low- 
wattage lamps to create the impression 
that they were the source of the illumina- 
tion. 

The use of fluorescent lamps in groups 
is demonstrated by the scheme of lighting 
adopted in the Standard Bank of South 
Africa. With the continuous cornice 
lighting’ round the light well it forms a 
pleasing and efficient combination, which 
in principle lends itself to a like appli- 
cation for the relighting of other interiors 
of similar character. 


IN PARLIAMENT 
Mobile Labour Force. 


Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of Works 
whether, when operatives from his depariment 
undertook the restoration of a_ war-damaged 
property, they did so in competition with esti- 
mates obtained from private builders or went 
straight ahead with the work on a cost-plus 


basis; and was the total cost, including all 
pre an announced when the job was 
nis A 


Mr. Tomuinson said that restoration of war- 
damage undertaken by his Mobile Labour Force 
was carried out on a basis of repayment of 
the cost of labour and materials, together with 
an allowance for overhead expenses, The total 
cost was reported monthly to the War Damage 
Commission, which was responsible for making 
reimbursement to his Ministry. 


Richborough Castle. 


Mr. Carson asked the Minister of Works if 
he was aware that the bronze bust of the Fm 
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Mr. Dicsy asked the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning whether he was now in a 
position to state the new policy in conformity 
with which joint pianning authorities should 
prepare their new out:ine schemes. 

Mr, Mars#att said he was not, but the 
Minister hoped shortly to be in a position to 
issue a series of advisory handbooks to guide 
Loca! Planning Authorities generally on the 
essential features of outiine planning. In the 
meantime, their Regional Planning Officers 
were available to advise P:anning Authorities on 
uny immediate prob:ems. 

Mr. Dicey asked the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning whether he was aware that 
iunmany persons had in the past bought land 
with a view to development, relying on the fact 
that it was scheduled for development under the 
interim planning scheme; that his department 
were recommending that much of this land 
should now be included in the rural zone: 
und what compensation was to be payable to 
purchasers of such iand. 

Mr. Marsmat, said that the Minister was 
aware of the position. Under present law these 
owners, who had no justification for relying 
un proposed provisions of a scheme which had 
not come into operation, were not entitled to 
any immediate payment of compensation, but 
he hoped, before long, to introduce iegislation 
deating comprehensively with the question of 
compensation for restrictions on the use of land. 


Future of London. 

Mr, SpaRKEs asked the Minister. of Town and 
Country Planning what actzon he proposed to 
take on the Report of the Advisory Committee 
on London Regional Planning; and when he 
would indicate to the constituent authorities his 
decisions in regard thereto. 

Mr. Marsuau. said that fhe Report of the 
Advisory Committee for London Regiona! P%an- 
ning was now being examined in his Depart- 
ment. The Minister hoped to publish the 
report and to make a statement on it in 
the near future. 


Aluminium Houses, 

_Mr. Gammans asked the Minister of Health 
if, in view of the fact that the loss to the 
taxpayer on each aluminium house averaged 
£1,160, he wou:d state the number of houses 
which had been ordered; and what was expected 
to be the total ioss of this programme. 

Mr. Bevan said that the total number of alu- 
minium houses ordered was 54,500. Assuming 
a net cost to the Exchequer of £1,160 per 
house, the tota! net cost of the programme 
would he £63,220,000. 


Central Heating. 

Mr. Murray asked the Minister of Health 
how many central heating schemes had heen 
instated on new housing estates; in what 
number of houses; and with what results. 

Mr. Bevan said that one district heating scheme 





peror Sileus and the silver statue of the Godd 
Diana were removed from the museum at Rich- 
borough Castle for the sake of safety at the 
outbreak of war, had not been returned; and 
if he would state their present whereabouts and 
when they would be returned to the place where 
they rightfully be‘onged. 

Mr. Tomiinson said he assumed that the hon. 
Member was referring to the bronze bust of 
Silenus, which was being c'eaned and treated 
for preservation by his officers and wou:d be 
returned to the museum as soon as possible. He 
was unaware of the existence of any statue of 
Diana found at Richborough. 


Production of Bricks. 

Mr. Motson asked the Minister of Works if 
he would: state the number of bricks now being 
sroducett monthly, the consumption, and the 
stocks. 

Mr. Witson. said that 364 miiion bricks were 
produced and 379 million bricks were delivered 
in the month: of September. 
of the month were 267 millions. 


Timber for Housing. 

In reply to Mr. Wituiam Wetts, Str Strarrorp 
Cripps said that every effort was being made 
to buy abroad the maximum quantity _ of 
timber in specifications suitable for the honsinz 
programme, and British sawmills, converting 
imported German logs, were instructed to pro- 
duce the largest possible amornt of bu'idine 
sizes. Timber was distributed throngh the 
merchants, whose function it was, in the light 
of their experience of such matters, to sell. 
against licence, the timher most suitable for 
4 particular housing requirement. 


Planning Schemes. 


In reply to Mr. Drosy, 

Mr. Frep Marsnait (M.O.T.C.P.) said that the 
number of rlanning schemes awaiting arrroval 
was 211. Those schemes wonld in many cases 
require revision in view.of the changed ontlook 
on the objects to be’ secured by planning 
schemes and the prospect that new legislation 
would make it practicable to secure those 
obiects. It was not nossible at that stage to 
estimate the cost of this revision. 
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was being installed on a new local authority 
housing estate. Thirty houses were at present 
connecied to it, aud it was proposed ultumateiy 
to supply heating by this means to 1,300 houses 
on the estate. As the scheme was still in pro- 
cess of development, it was too early yet w 


form a conclusion as to its results. 


Brick Supplies. 

Bricapier Low asked the Minister of Works 
whether he was aware that there were, at the 
beginning of October, 500,000 bricks stacked in 
Biackpool and a further 750,000 coming out of 
the kilns there; and whether he still intended 
to continue importing bricks from abroad at 
a substantia! cost to the Exchequer. 

Mr. Tomutnson said that the Minister of 
Hea‘th was bringing the situation to the 
notice of local authorities, so that full use 
might be made of the available stocks of 
bricks at Blackpool. Imported bricks would 
onty be used in areas where the local authority 
had been unable to obtain sufficient home-pro- 
duced bricks. the 

Wrinc-ComMANDeR Rosinson asked the Minister 
of Works what was the loss invoived per house 
where his department sold Belgian bricks at 
market prices when acquired at prices in ex- 
cess of the cost of home-produced bricks. 

Mr. Tomuinson said that the approximate cost 
of Belgian bricks of English size at port in this 
country exceeded the controlled price for com- 
parable home-produced bricks by an amount 
which varied from port to port. The average 
excess was about £3 10s. per thousand bricks, 
and the loss per house, if Be'gian bricks only 
were used, would, on the/iveraze, be in the 
neighbourhood of £70. The Government did 
not contemvjate adding to their existing con- 
tracts for Belgian bricks, which were expected 
to run out next March. 


Registration Certificates. 

Sir Huoa Lucas-Tootn asked the Minister of 
Works how many builders’ registration certifi- 
cates had been issued since January 1, 1946: 
whether such a certificate was issued to any 
appiicaht as a matter of course, or only after 
inquiry and subject to conditions; and whether 
he could give particulars of the average number 
of men employed by those issued with certifi- 
cates during 1946. ‘ 

Mr. Tomtrnson said that 56,053 Registration 
Certificates were issued between Janmmry 1 and 
September 30, 1946. Since March 21. 1946, no 
application for a Certificate of Registration 
might be refused, except in cases where a Cer- 
tificate of Registration cep: issued had 
been revoked, or where the applicant had been 
convicted of illegal building under Defence 
Reguiation 56A, and the Court before which he 
was convicted had recommended that the appli- 
cation should be refused. Statistics were not 
yet available to show the average number of 
men employed by’ all firms registered during 
1946, but an inquiry made in May this year 
showed that out of 19,754 men, mainly ex- 
Servicemen, to whom certificates were issued 
during the first three months of the year, 15,299 
employed no operatives, 4,408 employed under 
20 operatives, and 47 employed 20 operatives or 
more. 


Mobile Labour Force. 

Mr. Marries asked the Minister of Works 
if he was aware that operatives were leaving 
the employ of the building contractors and 
joining the new Mobile Labour Force in order 
to obtain the more favourabie conditions of 
guaranteed time at 44 hours per week; and 
if he intended to relax any of the present pro- 
visions of Defence Regulation 56AB in order wo 
a:iow contractors to compete with his depart- 
ment in recruiting .labour. 

Mr. Tomutnson said that apart from unem- 
pioyed persons who were found to be suitable 
for the vacancies, men already in employment 
were only considered for engagement in the 
Mobile Labour Force after full regard to the 
work on which they were employed. Men on 
priority: work were not accepted until its ter- 
mination, and only then if local demands for 
priority work were satisfied. The terms and 
couditions under which the Mobite Labour Force 
was employed were settled after consultation 
with representatives of the building industry 
and having regard tothe special circumstances 
of the employment. There was no question of 
re‘axing Defence Reguiation 56AB, which was 
intended to secure observance of the agreed 
working rules of the industry where they 
applied. 


Glue Supplies. 

Mr. Bossom asked the President of the Board 
of Trade if the Government was taking steps to 
import from France and other countries the glue 
essentiai! to the manufacture of water paint 
and distemper. . 

Sr Stirrorp Cripps said that private traders 
were being encouraged to bring in maximum 
supplies of glue, and to that end licences to 
imnort were granted freely. The quantities at 
present available. from overseas. including 
France, were relatively insignificant. 
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SUBSTITUTES FOR SOFT- 


WOOD IN HOUSING 
M.0.H. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Iw a letter (Circular 201/46) to all hous- 
ing authorities and County Councils, the 
Minister of Health states that he has been 
considering in what way he can most 
effectively further the progress of new 
house building, having regard to the diffi- 
culties which necessarily arise because of 
the serious shortage of softwood timber. 
For supplies of softwood we have to rely 
almost exclusively upon imports from other 
countries. There is at present a world-wide 
demand for timber for perry and for re- 
construction purposes, and the exporting 
countries have their own large home needs, 
The supply of timber is, therefore, largely 
outside our own control, and despite all the 
efforts which have been made it has been 
impossible to obtain imports sufficient for 
our purposes, The very success of local 
authorities in getting so many houses under 
way so quickly has increased the demand 
for timber for urgent needs, As timber 
has become the limiting factor in the pro- 
vision of housing, the Minister has had to 
choose between the alternatives of reduc- 
ing the number of houses to be built or of 
mm Sar the amount of timber per house. 
In the face of the clamant need for houses 
he has chosen the latter alternative, and 
he has no doubt that local authorities will 
concur in this choice. 


Permitted Maximum Quantities of Timber. 

The Minister is advised that with the 
exercise of the strictest economy, the 
fullest use of such alternative materials 
as are available, and some departure from 
traditional methods of construction, satis- 
factory houses can be built with less timber 
than the present maximum of two stand- 
ards, In order, therefore, to spread the 
available supplies to the greatest extent, 
the maximum qualities of timber allowed 
for new houses, other than ‘‘ cost of 
works ’’ replacements, in future will be: 
Softwood : 1.6 standards per 1,000 super- 
ficial feet floor area; Hardwood : 10 cu, ft. 
per dwelling; Plywood: 450 sq. ft. per 
dwelling ; the allowances for hardwood and 
plywood being unchanged from the present 
permitted maxima. 

Sufficient home-grown hardwood for a 
10-ft. length per house of close-boarded 
fencing, not exceeding 6 ft. in height, will 
also be allowed. 

The maximum:allowance of softwood re- 
lates to a traditional house of 1,000 sq. ft. 
in floor area. Smaller traditional houses 
will. have a proportionate reduction. 
Houses of a non-traditional type of con- 
re generally require substantially 
ess. 


Economies in Construction. 

A Memorandum of Timber Economy in- 
dicating what general savings of softwood 
can be effected in all forms of building, in- 
cluding housing, is in preparation and will 
be. issued shortly. The principal economies 
specified for house construction are: (i) 

he elimination of timber joists and board- 
ing throughout the ground floor, and the 
substitution of solid floors; (ii) the elimi- 
nation of timber from roofs of outbuildings 
and the substitution of concrete or other 
flat roof construction. 

These and other economies required to 
reduce the softwood content to within the 
new permitted maximum quantity of 1.6 
standards should be adopted at once for all 
housing schemes. This includes those now 
in preparation for which tenders have been 
approved, but in respect of which timber 
licences have not yet been,issued. Con- 
sideration should also be given to provid- 
ing a higher proportion of houses with flat 
roofs, or to using materials other than 
timber for roof construction. 
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In the case of existing contracts where 
the contractor has already drawn licences 
for the whole of the necessary timber, it is 
appreciated that these economies could not 

secured without delay and dispropor- 
tionate expenditure of effort. e con- 
struction of these houses should, therefore, 
proceed without any change in the present 
plans and specifications. 

For other contracts alread 
where the contractor has drawn only a 
part of the total quantity of timber re- 
quired, solid floors should be substituted 
in all houses on which construction has not 
yet begun. It should be possible to make 
the substitution with little change in the 
present plans and specifications, and with- 
out leading to delays in construction. 
When issuing timber licences for such con. 
tracts, Principal Housing Officers will have 
regard both to the value of any previous 
licences granted to the builder and to the 
extent to which economies have been made 
in accordance with this Circular and the 
Timber Economy Memorandum referred to 
above. Local authorities should, therefore, 
discuss with their contractors what steps 
should be taken to ensure that any timber 
already drawn is put to the best use for the 
housing scheme as a whole. 


in progress 


Covering for Solid Floors. 


The advantages of solid ground floors 
from the point of view of thermal insula- 
tion have already been indicated in Circu- 
lar 170/46, dated September 3, 1946. The 
most suitable surfacing materials for solid 
floors which are available in any quan- 
tity and at reasonable cost are 
pitch mastic, mastic asphalt, and quarry 
tiles, but in the immediate future the 
supply of these materials, either individu- 
ally or collectively, will be inadequate to 
meet the greatly expanded demand. To 
conserve these materials, therefore, they 
should be used, until further notice, in 
living-rooms only; a granolithic or cement 
finish with a suitable hardener should be 
used at least in kitchen and hall floors. In 
order to ease the supply position and to 
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avoid delays, local authorities are also 
advised : (a) In the immediate future, to 
vary their demands for the different types 
of flooring required for living-rooms, and 
to specify alternatives, so as not to place 
too heavy a demand on any one material; 
(6) to consider their long-term require- 
ments at the earliest stage, and to specify 
their demands as far ahead as possible, so 
as to enable manufacturers to judge the 
future demand and to expand their pro- 
duction as necessary. 

Urgent attention is being given to the 
need for an assured supply of the necessary 
materials, and to the development of other 
types of flooring which are not yet gener- 
ally available, and local authorities will be 
notified from time to time of any changes 
in the supply position. The future supply 
of wood blocks is also receiving attention. 


Timber Licensing Procedure. 

It is stressed that the need for economy 
in timber is most urgent. The supply posi. 
tion is already serious and an immediate 
reduction in consumption is essential to 
safeguard the housing programme. With 
this in view, the Minister has already in- 
structed the Principal Housing Officers 
that in future timber licences for new hous- 
ing work should not be issued when the 
tenders are approved unless it is clear that 
work is to begin within a short time. The 
licences are only to be issued when the 
timber is actually required, It will be of 
assistance, therefore, if local authorities 
make it clear to their contractors that 
applications for timber licences should only 
be submitted where the work will begin at 
an early date. 

Similarly, every effort must be made to 
ensure that requirements are carefully 
phased so as to correspond with actual ee 
gress and that no timber is drawn before 
it is really needed, 


Private Building. 

Private builders operating under build- 
ing licences will be made aware of the 
timber supply position through the Press 
and the ordinary publicity arrangements. 
Concurrently with the issue of this Circu- 
lar, the Ministry of Works will instruct 
their Regional Licensing Officers that. 


‘timber licences for softwood are to be 


granted inithe case of houses erected by 
private enterprise strictly in accordance 
with the revised scale and-on the same 
principles as are indicated herein. 

So far as local authorities are concerned, : 
when issuing building licences for the erec- 
tion of new dwellings they should always 
ensure that the builder is» ready, to.com- 
mence work on- the site immediately he 
= the licence, otherwise there is 4 

anger that timber licences will be issued 
before the timber is actually required. In 
all cases, local authorities should hence- 
forth issue the building licence with a con- 
dition to the effect that the use of timber 
for the construction of the ground floor of 
the dwelling is prohibited, and that the 
type of flooring material used shall be as 
specified by the local authority. This will 
enable the local authority to regulate the 
use of materials as mentioned above. 


Future Prospects. 

Strenuous efforts are: being made to in- 
crease imports from Canada, Sweden, Fin- 
land, Russia, Germany and other parts of 
Europe, and to find additional sources of 
supply, but there is little prospect at pre- 
sent of any large increase in supplies. Re- 
lief from the present. shortage of softwood 
timber cannot therefore yet be foreseen 
and the economies indicated in the Circu- 
lar may have to be applied for some time 
to come. 
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so 
to RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 
es. 
nd AS FROM 2nd OCTOBER, 1946. 
. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
> 
fy PR nh ere KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. he — 
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! Labourers ath jet |b 1/11 1/11 1/11 } aeare 
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Addlestone ......--+++++. A | Town. Grade. Town. Grade. | _ Town. Grade, | Sittingbourne .........+-. A2 
, Aldeburgh .......++++++- A3 pM Re nee A3 Felixstowe .. cedhh | canada. oo eh, ee bs A ; Se i: pam “ 
e \ldershot District ...... A2 | Burnham-on-Crouch ....A3 | Filey U.D. | Loughborcuigh M.B. ‘Al?’ he he Ts OO a A3 
ry Alfreton U.D. .....++-+++5 Ay | Geemiey: 6. <chbebs. 0st e A | Fleetwood |. | Louth M.B...... | eh a Oo. AGRE Lone “ 
er Alnwick spercerrreper ces POE Ls BempMbtth a j- «ccs vedere does A} Flint ....... | Lowestoft ... Al | pm + ET ble ahdehay nN 
rr Altrincham ....es+++++++, A Burton-on-Trent C.B. ....A | Folkestone .. ; | Loxton ..A2 Sentichen PS + OSE Kg he 
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radius is :—Craftsmen, 2s 6 pa Labourers, 2s, 
+ Plus 2d. per workin: 
¢ This is the County <5 om applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Nore.—Carpenters, — and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


to carry out work other than craft processes, 1s. 54d. per hour. 





* For Birkenhead Pasa and ——e ~ 4 ae are :—Craftsmen, 2s. 73d. ; Labourers, 2s. 14d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile 


Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 1s. 9d. per hour. Women introduced 
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PRICES OF MATERIALS 


M.o.W. Authorised Charges. 

Reductions in the authorised maximum 
selling prices of all gypsum wallboard and 
gypsum baseboard and increases in the 
authorised maximum selling prices of 
hollow clay blocks in the South Wales area 
were announced last week by the Ministry 
of Works. 


Gypsum Wallboard and Baseboard.— 
Following discussions between the Ministry 
of Works and the plasterboard industry, 
a reduction of id. per sq. yd. in the 
delivered selling prices of all gypsum wall- 
board and gypsum baseboard became 
effective on November 1. 


Hollow Clay Blocks in South Wales.— 
In consequence of increased cost of trans- 
port caused by a demand for hollow cla 
blocks in the South Wales area, which 
cannot at the present time be met by local 
production, the Minister of Works has 
authorised the following increases per yard 
in selling prices in those areas with effect 
from October 23 :— 


2in. 2$in. Sin. 4/44 in. 
Area 15 4d. 4d. 5d. 6d. 
Area 16 6d. 8d. 10d. 1s. 1d. 


The areas referred to are those men- 
tioned on the Clay Block Association’s 
map. 


Roofing Slates. 

Increases in the authorised maximum 
selling prices of roofing slates produced in 
Wales and at a Westmorland quarry are 
announced by the Ministry of Works. 

The Minister of Works has authorised 
an increase of 24 per cent. in the current 
selling prices of Welsh slates, the increases 
being authorised im view of increases in 
operational costs. It will become effective 
as from November 5, 1946. 

The Minister has also authorised an in- 
crease of 2} per cent. in the current selling 
prices of the Burlington Slate Quarries, 
one of the firms incorporated in the West- 
morland Regional Slate Committee. This 
increase, which will become effective as 
from November 5, 1946, has been 
authorised in view of increases in opera- 
tional costs, and brings the firm’s prices 
into line with those of other firms in the 
Westmorland Region. 


A COMPLIMENTARY DINNER 


A DINNER was recently held at the Savoy 
Hotel, London, in honour of Mr. A. T 
Howells, chief buyer to Messrs. Richard 
Costain, Ltd., who this year completes 40 
years’ continuous service with the firm. 
There were over 120 guests, including Mr. 
George Tomlinson, -P., Minister of 
Works; Mr.. A. P. Costain, managing 
director of Richard Costain, Ltd.; Minia- 
trv of Works and Ministry of Supply 
officials, as well as directors and officials 
of numerous organisations engaged in the 
distribution of building materials. Many 
tributes were paid to the work of Mr 
Howells in speeches and in telegrams 
received during the course of the evening. 


A Building Firm’s News Sheet. 


With the purpose of encouraging a 
closer co-operation and understanding 
among members of the staff, Team Spirit, 
the monthly news sheet issued by Messrs. 
John Laing and Son, Ltd., building and 
engineering contractors, made its first 
appearance on November l. Among the 
features.are.a message from. the govarn- 
ing director, Mr. J. W. Laing, and illus- 
trated articles on the rebuilding of the 


King George V Memorial Hospital, Malta, 
and the progress made on some of the 
firm’s housing sites. 


THE BUILDER 


NEWS ITEMS 


Building Firm’s Centenary. 

Messrs. C. Tavener and Son, Ltd., 
builders, of 112-114, Finchley-road, Hamp- 
stead, London, announce the celebration 
of their centenary year. We offer our 
cordial congratulations on a_ notable 
achievement. 


“Rise and Fall ”’ Clause Accepted. 

Middlesbrough Housing Committee has 
now agreed to include a “ rise and fall” 
clause in contracts where builders are 
erecting houses on their own land for 
sale to the corporation. Satisfactory 
arrangements are to be made to check 
any variations. 


Ministry of Health Appointments. 


The Minister of Health, Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, has made two new appointments 
to his Central Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee. They are: The Reverend Charles 
Jenkinson, Chairman of Leeds Corpora- 
tion Housing Committee, and Professor 
James Mackintosh, M.D., Dean of the 
London School of Hygiene and former 
Chief Medical Officer to the Department 
of Health for Scotland. They take the 
places of the Countess of Limerick, whose 
term of office has now expired, and of the 
late Alderman Ager, of Birmingham. The 
Earl of Dudley, Sir Arthur Hobhouse, 
Mrs. E. Gooch, J.P., and Miss Emily 
Murray have been reappointed to the 
committee for a further term of three 
years. 


** Fixed Week ’”’ Holiday. 

The Birmingham Local Joint Com- 
mittee for the Building Industry has de- 
cided that the fixed week for the holiday 
to be takgn in 1947 under the Holidays 
With Pay Scheme shall be the normal 
working week commencing, Monday, 
June 30, and terminating Saturday, July 
5, 1947, both dates inclusive. i . 

The area covered by the committee in- 
cludes the whole of the area of the City 
of Birmingham and a five miles’ radius 
from Stephenson-place eee ne. any 
portion of the Borough of West Brom- 
wich), the county borough, of Smethwick, 
the municipal borough of Oldbury, por- 
tions of the municipal borough of 
Halesowen, portions of the municipal 
borough of Rowley Regis and the whole 
of the urban district of Solihull. 
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The Lord. Mayor’s Show. 


Builders have a special interest in the 
Lord Mayor’s Show this year, for the 
Chairman of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs’ 
Committee responsible for organising it 
is Major A. D. 8. Rice, Chairman of Rice 
and Son. Major Rice is deputy sheriff of 
the Lord Mayor’s Ward of Lime-street 
and is a former President of the 
L.M.B.A, 


A Contract for Houses. 


At a recent meeting of the Hartley 
and Wintney Rural District Council the 
clerk reported that the contractors 
whose tender had been accepted for 
houses at Crondall at a cost of £22,794, 
had intimated that they could not see 
their way to carry on with the contract. 
They stated they would prefer to with- 
draw now rather than start the work. and 
then find they could not finish it within 
the stipulated time and gave as other 
reasons the length of time between ten- 
dering and final acceptance of the tender, 
the understanding that labour available 
in the neighbourhood was nil and the 
present difficulty in the supply position. 
It was pointed out that the Council had 
had to wait the sanction of the Ministry 
of Health, before the tender was accepted. 
It was agreed to negotiate’ with the con- 
tractor who had offered the next lowest 
tender to build the houses for £23,139, 
an increase of £500 on the lowest tender 
figures. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Bellshill.—Llans prepared for hall, for whicl 
the architect is William Baird, 1£8, Nairn-st., 
Bellshill. 5 

Glasgow.—Houses to be erected at Milton- 
st. for which the architect is Ronald Brac#ury, 
Director of Housing, 20, Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations to be 
carried out by the British Electrical Repairs, 
Ltd., Reid-st. Alterations and additions pro- 
posed for Associated Newspapers, Ltd., London, 
at St. Vincent-st., for which the architect is 
2. W. MacDonald, 8, Balmuidy-rd., Bishop- 
riggs. 

Newhouse.—Plians prepared for offices, boiler 
house and factory block, for which the archi- 
tects are Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, 204, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Stepps.—Pile. slabbing factory proposed for 
the Rhodes Tile Co., Ltd., for which the archi- 
tects are George, Arthur and Son, 12, Stirling- 
st., Airdrie. 

Yoker.—Offices proposed at Bulldale-st. for 
Drysdale and Co., Ltd., for which the architects 
are John Keppie and Henderson, 19%, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. . 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts etill open but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues; Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be ‘obtained. 


BUILDING - 


NOVEMBER 14. © 
+*East Sussex C.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining hall at Plumpton School. E. A. Verger 
County A., County Hall, Lewes. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 15. 
t*East Suffolk C.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room at Stradbroke Voluntary School, 
near Eye, Suffolk. E. J. Symcox: (F.), County 
A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 12. 
Martiey R.D.C.—Site works and erection of & 
pairs of houses. Maurice Jones (Maurice Jones 
and Graham), chartered architects, 15, The 
Tything, Worcester. Dep. £2. 2s. 


NOVEMBER 16. E 
Bradfield R.D.C.—(1) Access-rd; (2) 4 pairs 
of houses at Ashampstead. W. Jones, C. Dep. 


2s. 
NOVEMBER 18. 

Ashington U.D.C.—14 aged people’s houses 
with communal reading rooms and Jaundry at 
Woodhorn-rd. E. and 8. Dep, £2 2s. 

Bournemouth C.B.—Transpor. Control Offices 
and extension of existing public convenience at 
Avenne-rd. Jackson and Greenen (F. and A.), 
+ phos rane Hinton-rd., Bournemouth. Dep- 


(F.), 
£2 2s. 
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Brighton E&.C.—(1) Dining-room and kitchen 
at Moulsecoomb School; (2) dining-room and 
scullery at St. Luke’s Terrace Schuol. Tenders 
also invited for adaptations at Royal Sussex 
Hotel for use as Training College Hostel. B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

+*Bristol T.C.— Reinstatement works_ at 
yrs Schools, Knowle. City A. Dep. 


+Or m C.B.—Handicraft room and class- 
room block. at Selhurst Grammar School for 


Boys. Education Officer, Katharine-st. Dep. 
£1 1s. Tenders by December 2. 
Cuckfield U.D.C.—76 houses and flats at Barn 


Cottage estate, America-la., Haywards Heath. 
£2 2s. 


p. 

Durham C©.C.—6 police houses at Borgen 
le-Springs. Wm. J. Merrett, County E., 8. and 
Are itest, 20, Old Elvet, Durham. 

+Portsmouth T.C.—Conversion of Annesley 
House and Kent Cottage, Queen’s-cres., South- 
sea, into children’s hostel and _staff home. City 
tt Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 9. 

Shore Housing Association.—15 pairs of houses 
at Shore, Littleborough. E. A. Newton, Leach 
and Booker earanecks. 28, Kennedy-st.. Man- 
chester 2. hen. 

+*Southgate. 6.0 houses at Barrowell 
sey ae J. T. W. Peat (F.), B.E. and S. 


DG emcee sey Cc. B,Recooatruction of No. 2 Block, 
Mill-la. Hospital. Dep. £2 2s. 
Warwickshire we Ooventry Joint Committee 

for Tuberculosis,—Adaptations at _“ Grove 
nse,” Keresley, to form i Miniature 
Radiography Headquarters. C. H. Elkins (L.), 
Architect to dome committee, Shire Hall, War- 
wick. Dep. 
Wembley To. 6 houses with drainage and 
site mae at Radbury Farm estate. Boro’ 
Treas. Dep. £1 

West Ridin, standing Joint Committee.—(1) 
4 pairs of police houses at Thornes-rd. estate, 


eo 
aS 





Wakefield ; (2) 4 pairs police houses at Pannal. 
Hubert Bennett (F.), County A., County Hal! 
Wakefiela 


NOVEMBER 19. 
Bingham R.D.C.—8 houses at 
Cc. W. Kendrick, 8. Dep. £2. 
Garforth U.D.C.—42 Rdukes and 10 bungalows 
at Allerton Bywater. E. and $. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 20. 

Ipswich T.C.—20 aged couples’ dwellings at 
Rushmere Hall Farm estate. B.S: and Water E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Pontypridd and Rhondda Joint Water Board. 
—Reconstrucion of Ionwood reservoir. W. E. 
Holmes Watkins, B.Sc., -L.C.E., 23, Gelli- 
wastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £3 3s. 

+*St. Just U.D.C.—10 houses at Regent-ter. 
C.. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 11. 


NOVEMBER 22. 
Oldbury E.C.—School dining-room and kitchen 
at McKean-rd. B.S. Dep. £2.2s. 


NOVEMBER 23. 
Belper R.D.C.—38 houses at Allestree. 
Building 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*isle of Ely €.C.—Conversion of children’s 
offices to water carriage sanitary system. R. D. 
Robson (A.), County A. Tenders by Decem- 


ber 7. 
Mirfield.—52 houses at Kitson Hill-rd. estate. 
E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 25. é 

Blackwell R.D.C.—18 houses at Wilson-ave. 
Architect. and Housing Superintendent, ‘ Dale 
Close,” 100, Ch “eae: South,. Mansfield, 
Notts. Dep. £2 2s 

Runcorn R.D.C.—80 houses at Chester-rd., 
Helsby. A. J. King, E. and 8., Castle Park, 
Frodsham, via Warrington. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 26. 
Chippenham T.C.—40 dwellings at Derriads. 
B.R. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tyldesley U.D.C.—40 houses at Aste: rth site 
No. D. Urwin, E. and S. Dep. £3 3 


NOVEMBER 27. 

Hackney 8.C.—100 flats at Banister House 
Extension (Priestley-st.) cen Manager, 
219. Mare-st., E.8. Dep. £2 

Northampton R.D.C.—20 Airey houses at 4 
sites. R. Miller, S., 1, Cheyne Walk, Nortb. 
ampton te, £2 2s. 

a aan T.C.—26 bungalows at various sites. 
poe . Baker, B.E. and §., 16, Alma-rd. Dep. 

ss 


Aslockton. 


Chief 


NOVEMBER 29. 
Durham T.C.—56 houses at eeaeaeamre. 
City E. and Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Manchester T.C.—10 temporary shops at 
Victoria-ave., East, Blackley, and 6 temporary 
shops at Hough- end Fields site, Withington. 
Housing Dept. Dep. £1 1s. 


NOVEMBER 30. 

Newmarket R.D.C.—48 houses and bungalows 
at various sites. L. J. Cockerham (L.+ 
Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Wolverton U.D.C.— Roads and sewers at 
Furze-way estates. E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 


DECEMBER 2, 
*Worcester T.C.—Conversion of portion of Pit- 
maston House _ two oe and cloak- 
rooms. City E. Dep. £2 
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DECEMBER 4. 
*Swanage U.D.C.—26 houses at Greyseed 
site, Swanage, and completion of ony A con- 


structed road. Crickmay and Sons (FF.), 23, St. 
Thomas-st., Weymouth. Dep. 
DECEMBER 9. 


Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—102 houses at Stanney 
estate. E. and S., Queen-st., Ellesmere Port. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
DECEMBER 16. 
*Huntingdon R,D.C.—2 pairs houses at Alcon- 
bee and 3 pairs at Old Weston. Parkinson 
yy Doe, Montagu House, Huntingdon. Dep. 


NO DATE. 

Doncaster R.D.C.—200 Airey rural type houses 
at various sites, J. A. Williams, 8., Nether 
Hall, Doncaster. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Linsdale U.D.C.—30 houses at Southcott site. 
H. Rolls (L.), F.S.L, 55. Bridge-st., Leigh- 
ton ae Dep. £2 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 31. 
Durham C.C.—County E. and 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 15. 

Bilston T.C.—(1) Two sewage pumping 
stations; (2) one 75-ft. canal weir with discharge 
channel] and reinforced concrete silt settlement 
chamber; (3) site levelling and development 
of Spproy. 17 acres at Gt. Bridge-rd.; (4) site 
levelling approx. 36 acres at Loxdale estate; 
9 Vd levelling, Coronation-rd. B.E. Dep. 


s. 
NOVEMBER 16. 

Banbury T.C.—Construction of concrete road 

at Townsend site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 18. 

Atherstone R.D.C.—Construction of sewer at 
Dordon. E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
poe T. 0. Resurfacing Ln B.B. 

ep. 

East Barnet U.D.C.—(a) Extension of Eastern 
low level sewer; (b) storm-water relief sewer, 
Oakdale to Pymmes Brook. E. and 8. Dep. £2 
each contract. 

Halesworth (Suffolk) U.D.C.—Construction of 
approx. 4 miles of stoneware and cast-iron 
sewers, etc. W. C. Easdale, consulting E., 1, 
Victoria-st., London, 8.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 
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Neston U.D.C.—Roads, sewers, water mains. 
etc., at Melluck-la. Williams aud Clarke, 5 and 
6, Godstall-chbrs.- Chester. Dep. £3 3s. 

EMBER 2. 
Doncaster C. | et fain vor of relief sewer. 
Lowther-rd., Wheatley-la. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Roads and sewers at 

Eastern-ave., site No. 5. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2- 


NOVEMBER 21. 
Aylesbury R.D.C.—Sewerage works at Stoke 
Mandeville. Elliott and Brown, civil engineers, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 


3s. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
Colwyn Ba MS Tosa and sewers at 
Mochdre. B.E. and 
QOkehampton R.D. C.—Construction of 4 miles 
of 4-in. water males. reinforced concrete reser- 
voir. Lemon and Blizard, 24, Lockyer-st.. 
Plymouth Dep. £3 3s 
Witham U.D. C.—Supply, laying and jointing 
of approximately 5,500 yds. of 9 in. dia. tron 
water main in two contracts. Pick, Everard, 
Keay and Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
NOVEMBER 23. 
+Brackley U.D.C.—Laying approximately 
810 yds. of sewer and construction of sewerage 
treatment plant, etc. Howard Huvanbreys and 
Sons, 17, Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
Andover T.C.—!reparation of site No. 9, Toll- 
wert and Charliton-rd., drainage. S&S Dep. 


2s. 
Cuxton Water Geoenicane (Kent).—Sinki 
borehole and well. 


. Stopher, M.Sc., 

A.M. Inst.C.E., E. and S. Dep. £1 1s. 

Potters Bar U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., 

at aes Hill estate. E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

Windsor oes of High-st. 
B.E. and S. Dep. £2 

po Har ll 27, 
Hertford R.D.C.—Site works at Little Berk- 
satueiges. C., 20, Castle-st., Hertford. » Dep. 


*Watford R.D.C.—Roads and __ subsidiary 
works at Willow-way. Council Offices, 25, King- 


st. Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 30. 

Bolsover U.D.C.—Construction of sewers, etc.. 
at main nortan disposal works. H. Taylor, 
M.C., M.Inst.C.E. eget Kia Cavendish-st., 
Chesterfield. Dep. £3 3 

T.C.-Road. 
estnut-ave. B.E. 2s. 
C.B.—Relief sewer, ola tre B.E 
and S ep q 

Hemel Hempstead R.D.C.—Construction of 
1,184 yds. of main sewer at Flamstead. C. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

Wolverton U.D.C.—Roads and 
Furze-way. E. and S. Dep. £1 1s 

DECEMBER 2. 

Holsworthy R.D.C.—Laying of 3,580 yds. of 
4-in. and 6,110 yds. of 3-in. asbestos-cement 
mains, together with construction of two rein- 
forced concrete reservoirs, two umphouses, etc. 
Rofe and Rafferty, chartered civil engineers, 3. 
Victoria-st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep 2s. 

South Molton R.D. C.—Laying of 285 yds. of 
4 in. dia and 1,440 yds. of 3 in. dia. asbestos 
cement mains and two reinforced concrete works 
at North Molton and Brayford. Rofe and 
Raffety, 3, Victoria-st.. 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Thornton Cleveleys vu. D.C.—Sewage pumping 
station at junction Be bh meg ng ave. and 
Cleveleys-ave. E. and Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 3. 

*Greenwich T.C.—24 flats in two blocks, farce 

storeys each, at Charlton-rd. B.E. and 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 4. 
Swanage U.D.C.—26 houses at Greyseed site 
and completion of road. Crickmay and Sons 
(FF.), 23, St. Thomas-st., Weymouth. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 13. 

Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Providing and 
laying of cast-iron water mains at 3. sites. 
Ross, Hooper and Harvey, engineers, Dallas- 
chbrs., Chippenham. Dep. £1. 

DECEMBER 16. 

Golborne U.D.C.—Construction of 567 lin. yds- 
of 12 in. dia. sewer and 196 lin. yds. of 9 in. 
dia. sewer with manholes, etc., at Glazebury, 
also coupling up of various properties. Lomax, 
Ingham and Koscoe, engineers, 11, Fold-st.. 
Bolton. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 19. 

Worcester T.C.—Construction of river wall, 
rae ae = etc., at waterworks. City E. 

ep 


sewer and drainage 


sewers at 


JANUARY 13. 

Belfast City and_ District Water Com- 
missioners.—Construction of aqueduct, 53 in. 
internal dia. and Space ehey 44 miles in 
length. Secretary, Water Office. Dep. £10. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
he found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 





, 


496 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—Town Hatu.—B.C, are to build 
a prefabricated town hall on the site of the 
former Rotherhithe Town Hall. Estimated 
«ost, £5,600. 

Camberwell. —-Hovsinc. — Church Army 
Housing, Ltd., are to erect 19 dwellings in 
Dalwood-st. 1 

Camberwell.—RewwstaTeMEeNT oF Fiats.—L.C.C. 
are to reinstate following war damage Droit- 
wich House, Sumner Estate, at an estimated 
cost of £11,380. Oe tye 

Enfield.—fLats.—U.D.C. are inviting tenders 
for the erection of 48 flats for aged persons on 
the Northfield-road site. 

Hackney.—HousinG.—L.C.C. have approved 
tentative scheme for the development of 4.61 
acres of the Mead-place area by the erection of 
five blocks of flats with two communal 
laundries, children’s playground and 27 peram- 
bulator sheds. Estimated cost, £271,900. 

Hampstead.—Housinc.—Mr. J. B. Cowper, 
F.R.LB.A., is the architect for the block of 
flats to be provided in the Kilburn Priory 
development scheme. ‘The B.C. proposes to 
spend £1,000,000 on housing in the next few 
years. 

* ‘Harrow-on-the-Hill.—Hosrita..—A scheme for 
removing Charing Cross Hospital from_ its 
present site to premises to be built near High 
Holborn has been abandoned and _it is hoped in 
due course to provide a new building for the 
hospital at Northwick Park, Harrow-on-the- 
Hill. 

Holborn.—Newsparer DevectormMent.—The site 
on the south-western side of Holborn Circus, 
formerly occupied by the premises of Messrs. 
Thomas Wallis and Co.. Ltd., has been sold 
for £200,000 to Daily Mirror Newspapers, Ltd. 

Hounslow.—Scuoois.—Heston and Isleworth 
Education Committee have submitted plans 
for a junior school and an infants’ school to 
the Minister of Education. The estimated cost 
is £74,070. 

islington.—FLAts.—-L.C.C. propose to erect 
blocks of flats on a site in Windsor-st. 

Lambeth.—Patace RestoratTion.—Plans for the 
restoration of and alterations to Lambeth 
Palace have been prepared for the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners by Messrs. John Seely and Paul 
Paget, F. and L.R.I.B.A., 41, Cloth Fair, E.C.1. 

Lambeth.—Hovusine.—L.C.C. have approved a 
tentative scheme for the development of the 
Richbourne-terrace site. The scheme provides 
for 149 flats in three five-storey and one three- 
storey blocks. Lifts will be provided in the 
former. Estimated cost, £219,400. 

Lewisham.—Day Nursery.—The B.C. are to 
erect a day nursery at Downham. Estimated 
cost, £6,000. ( 

Morden.—HovsinG.—L.C.C. are to acquire a 
site of seven acres adjoining the St. Helier 
Estate. Surrey County Council desire to pur- 
chase part of the site for the extension of an 
adjoining school and the L.C.C. propose to 
develop the remainder for housing purposes. 

oplar.—Housinc.—B.C. are to apply for con- 

sent to borrow £97,000 to purchase sites in 

the Alpha-grove area and in the Teviot-street 
area for housing purposes. 

lar.—REINSTATEMENT OF FLAts.—L.C.C. are 

to reinstate after war damage 10 flats at 

Coventry Cross Estate at an estimated cost of 


St. Marylebone.—Housine.—The L.C.C. have 
given consent to the use of the Townshend 
Cottages site by the B.C. for housing purposes. 
The L.C.C, have also suggested that a nursery 
school and playing space be included in the 
B.C.’s development proposals. 

St. Marylebone.—Housinc.—The B.C. have 
agreed, subject to the approval of the Minister 
of Health, to co-operate with the St. Marylebone 
Housing Association for the development of the 
Cochrane-st. scheme, which provides for the 
erection of 64 flata. 

St. Marylebone.—DeveLormMENT APPROVED.— 
The B.C. have raised no objection in respect of 
the following applications to carry out develop- 
ment: Messrs..Kenehington .and Farms—(i) 
three-storey addition to Nos. 15 and 16, Burne- 
st.; (ii) one-storey addition to Nos. 17, 18 and 
19, Burne-st. and Nos. 30 and 32, Bell-st. 
Messrs. Rother and Belton—conversion of Nos 
92 and 92a, Carlton-hill into six s.c. flats and 
one house. Mr. A. V. Pilley—conversion of Nos. 
105, 150 and 133, Hamilton-ter., No. 66, Clifton- 
hill and 69, Marlborough-pl. into flats. Mr. T. 
Braddock—erection of offices at Nos. 13-15, 
Portland-pl. 

Southwark.—Hovstxne.—L.C.C. have sanctioned 
the loan to the Borough Council of £96,343 for 
the erection of a five-storey block of dwellings 
containing 60 flats on the Queen’s-row site. 

Stepney.—Hovsina.—L.C.C. have approved 
schemes for the development. of the Christian. 
st. and Crellin-st. sites, 4.5 acres and 2,06 acres 
respectively. Estimated cost of the flats to be 
erected thereon is £416,200. 

Wandsworth.—HovsinG.—L.C.C. are to acquire 
a site of over 7 acres in Leigham-av. and a 
site of over 9 acres in Streatham-hill. at an 
estimated cost of £35,000 and £110,000 respec- 
tively, for housing purposes. 
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Wapping.—ReinstaremMENT Of Fats.—L.C.C 
are to. reinstate following war damage, Chan- 
cellor House, Wapping estate, at an estimated 
cost of £15,000. i 

Westminster. — Reconstruction. — Fountain 
Court, Buckingham Palace-rd., is to be turned 
from 180 flats into 92 at a eost of £40,000. 

Woolwich.—Ftats.—L.€.C. are to erect 150 
flats at Barnfield-estate at an estimated cost of 
£209,200. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Adwick-le-Street.—West Riding E.C. propose 
multilateral schook adjoining Grammar school. 
Aliestree.—Derbyshire E.C,.. propose school. 
Altrincham.—Smith and Allcock, Ltd., 471, 
Chester-rd., Cornbrook, Manchester, 16, propose 

288 houses adjoining Broomwoed estate. 
Bethesda.—U.D.C. approved 84 houses at 
Coetmor, Long-st., etc., at £122,500. ( 
Birmingham.—E.C. propose branch technical 
college and a county college at junction of Bell 
Hill and Bell Holloway, Northfield, and county 
primary World’s « End-la. _ site, 
Quinton. 


Biackburn.—Vicar and Parochial Council of 


school at 


St. Saviour’s propose church at Longshaw 
estate, at’ £20,000.. ’ 
Bollington, — U.D.C. propose community 


centre. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved: Extensions to Com- 
mercial garage, Parkfield-rd., for P. Monks and 
Co., Bradford-rd.; additions at Weston-st., for 
Bolton and Hayes, Ltd.; alterations and addi- 
tions, “‘ Starkie Arms” hotel, Tonge Moor-rd., 
for Bury Brewery Co., Ltd., George-st., Bury; 
extensions, “ Pack Horse” hotel, Nelson-sq., 
Maggee, for Marshall and Co., Lid., Crown 
Brewery, Bolton; extensions at Back Blackburn- 
rd., for J. Kenyon; extensions at Manchester- 
rd., for J. Ollerton and Co., Ltd.; E.C. propose 
school at Lever Edge-la. 

Bramhall. — Ches. E.C. propose _ county 
primary school with dining-hall and kitchen. 

Brierley Hill—U.D.C. propose _ municipal 
buildings for which Hugh P. Crallan, M.A., 
A.A.Diploma (A.), Combe Cottage, Greenaway- 
la., Bath, has been appointed architect. 

Brighouse.—T.C. appointed E. Prentice Maw- 
son (F.), Drayton House, Amersham, Bucks, 
to design layout plans for Wellholme Park. 

. R. Plews, River-st. works, propose exten- 
sions to works. 
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Burton-on-Trent. — E.C. propose 
school at Outwoods area. ‘ 

ury.—T.C, approved: Extensions to mill, for 
New Bury Paper Mills, Ltd.; extensions to 
offices, Millett-st., for Cliff Holden (Motors), 
Ltd.; 166 houses, Hollins-ave., Toon-eres., etc., 
for Housing Committee. 

Carnforth.—Lancs. E.C. 
modern schoo). 

Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—Approved: 
amended Jayout for Sherbrooke Park estate, 
Salmons-la., submitted by B. L. Sutcliffe and 
Partners, 5, Manchester-sq., W.1; school at 
Godstone-rd., for Surrey C€.C.; four blocks of 
four flats at Tithe Pit Shaw-la.,, Warlingham, 
submitted by L. H. Fewster and Partners, 22, 
Conduit-st., W.1. , 

Chester.--E.C, propose community centre at 
Lache estate; central bus station proposed at 
Cattle Market site. 

Chesterfield, — T.C. approved works at 
Brimington-rd., for Kennings, Ltd.; works 
additions for Sheepbridge Centrifugal Castings, 
Ltd.; extensions, Portland Works, for Robin- 
son and Sons, Ltd.; factory, Clayton-la., for 
eee Beckerlegge, Ltd.; rebuilding works, 
Brimington-rd., for S. T. Rodgers. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose schools at Bell Green 
area, Blackberry-la. and Jackers-rd., and one 
at Courthouse Green estate, with additions at 
Little Heath schoel. 

Dewsbury.—T.C. approved 100 houses at 
Walnut-la. site for Henry Boot and Son, Ltd., 
Banner Cross Hall, Ecclesall-rd., Sheffield. 

Doncaster.—L.N.E.R. propose improvements 
to station,, at £154,000. 

urham.—County E.C. to proceed with eom- 
pletion of Crook Senior New County school at 

30,000. Plans by F. Willey, 3, Old. Elvet, 


Houses. — North-Eastern Trading 
Estates, Ltd.,.Low Fell, Gateshead, to erect a 
factory for N. Hyer, Ltd., London, The archi- 
tects aré Cordingley and McIntyre, The College, 
Durham City. 

Garth.—Caernarvonshire E.C. propose school 
nr. Maesgeirchen estate. 

Gateshead. — Hetherington and _ Wilson, 
County-chbrs., _ Westgate-rd., © Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, are architects for warehouse at Gates- 
head Quay for Tyne-Tees Steam Shipping Co., 
Ltd., King-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Golborne.—Lancs. E.C. propose 
school at Grange Farm estate. 

Gt. Yarmouth.—T.C. approved scheme for 
culture centre as war memorial. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to erect. 1,450 
houses in five years. Plans by Page, Son and 
Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Heckmondwike.—U.D.C. propose 66 houses at 
Dale-la. estate. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved alterations at Rail- 
way hotel, for Yates, Duxbury and Sons, Ltd., 
Heap Bridge Paper Mills; J. C. Kay, Ltd., pro- 
pose extensions at Phoenix Foundry, Prettywood. 

Hindley.—U.D.C. approved: Additions at 
Atherton-rd., for Hindley Industrial Co-opera- 
tive Society, Ltd.; factory for Mordale, Ltd., 
Leigh-rd. 

_Horwich.—Lancs. E.C. propose kitchen, 
dining-room and woodwork room at Mechanics’ 
Technical Institute. 

Hyde.—T.C. approved additions to workshop 
and extensions te factory at Formally-st., for 
C. E. Adams and Co., Ltd. 

irthlingborough.—Industrial | and _ Provident 
Co-operative Society, Ltd., 22, High-st., propose 
branch co-operative stores at housing estate. 

Keighley.—T.C. propose civic hall, lecture 
hall, dance hall with restaurant, kitchen, etc. 

Leeds.--C. Castelow (A.), 10, Park-row, is 
rrr” for clothing factory at York-rd., at 


open-air 


propose sécondary 


technical 


Lichfield.—T.C. approved factory at Trent 
Valley estate, for Dolphin and Co., Ltd. 

Longridge.—U.D.C. propose 70 additional 
houses at St. Paul’s site. 

Maghull.—W. W. Kenney, The Timbers, Liver- 
pool-rd., proposes 58 houses at Sankey-rd. 

Manchester.—T.C: approved layout plan of 
temporary housing site at Printworks Farm, 
Levenshulme. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
brewery, Erskine-st. and Drayton-st., Hulme, 
for Groves and Whitnalls, Ltd., 274, Deansgate; 
alterations to tobacco factory, Ludgate-hill and 
Sharp-st., for Co-operative Wholesale Society, 
Lid., 1, Balloon-st.; alterations at Henry-st., 
Ancoats, for Perry’s Packed Potatoes, Ltd.; 
alterations for factory, Chorlton-upon-Medlock, 
for B. and L. Stark; addifions at Long Mill- 
gate for British Engine Boiler Electrical In- 
surance Co., Ltd.; extensions to Dye House 
No. 2; alterations to laboratories at Quilter-gr. 
Blackley, for Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd.; alterations at Market-st., for Willerby 
& Co., Ltd.; rebuilding warehouse at Bloom- 
st., for J. J. Hadfield & Co., Ltd.; additions 
Sharston-rd. and Longley-la., 
Northenden, for G. H. Scholes & Co., Ltd. 

Matlock.—Derbyshire Stone Co., Ltd.,; Bank 


House, Smitterton-rd., propose offices and 
garages. 6x 
Middleton.—Lancs E.C. propose additional 


classrooms at meen “Elizabeth’s grammar 
school for girls —T.C.' approved school kitchen 











Qos2. 


So Son 





at 
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and dining-room at Boarshaw junior and 
infants’ school site. 
Newcastle, Staffs.—T.C. approved:—Road 


transport depot at Liverpool-rd., Cross Heath, 
for Dardee, Eta. ; foundry at Cemetery-la., Sil- 
verdale, for Potteries Foundry Co., Ltd., 
Hollins, Jones & Oldacre (F./A.), architects, 
Lloyds Bank-chbrs. ; 
Oldham.—T.C. approved new front elevation 
at Manchester-st., for Midland Bank, Ltd. 
Ormskirk.—E.C. propose extensions at Skel- 
mersdale county school. Bs 
Radcliffe—T.C. approved:—Additions — at 
Holly Bank Mill, for Walker, Allen & Co.; 
additions, Windsor Mills, for Setacrepes, Ltd. 
Rotherham.—T.C. approved works canteen at 
Westgate, for J. E. France, Ltd. pil 
Salisbury.—T.C. to adopt scheme of district 
heating for 522 houses to be erected at Bemer- 
ton Heath. The scheme has been worked out 
by Donald Smith and Partners and will cost 


87,000. . \¢ ” 
~'South Shields.—T.C. to erect. 200 “ Newland 
type houses made by Tarran Industries, Ltd. 
“Stockton-on-Tees.—R.D.C. approved plans by 
B.B.C. 
statiog at Two Mile Houses. : 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Layout plans prepared by 
R.D.C. for erection of houses at Aislaby, 
Elwick, Longnewton, Stillington, Carlton, Hart 
and Redmarshall. / 
‘Sunderiand.—E.C. to erect eight new schools 
i 500,000. te 
OO LN.ER. propose rebuilding parcels, 
left luggage and inquiry offices, tea-rooms and 
dining and refreshment-rooms at £250,000. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 
Acton.—318 flats for T.C.: *William Nicho 
son & Son (Leeds), Ltd., £411,000. | 
Adwick.—84 houses at Caxrcroft, for U. wb 
*p. P. Taylor, Ltd., and *C. F. Ward (tota 
. to 26 houses at Hillcrest-rd., 
for T.C.; *J. Cater & Sons, Ltd., £1,200 cote. 
including uapd, roads and sewers (subject to 
v . , 

Mi Siar v Ey Tadiises at Jossey-la. site — 
Bentley-rise, for U.D.C. R. N. eg es 
*P, Haslam, Ltd., Regent-ter., Hall Gate, oo 
caster (70); *Walter Firth, Armthorpe-rd., Don- 


caster (57). . i 
kpool.—Houses and flats at Grang 
estate. for 7.0. H. H. Hamilton, ro | 24 
houses, 16 flats: *H. Joyce & Sons, Ltd., Mar- 


ins Bank-chbrs., Clifton-st., £40,719 ; 40 houses: 
cAthertGn Bros. (Blackpool), Ltd., 70, Peter-st., 


5 1 of Blackpool). , 
oneal Demilition of Orrell House; (b) 
erection of eight houses on the site, for at 
w. A. Harrison, M.Eng. (L pool), M.LC.E., 
M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., E. (a): *P. — 
Liverpool; (b) *L. H. Carr, Liverpool (both su 
jec .H. approval). 

pe Be eit Swedish houses at Dunsop 
Bridge, for R.D.C.: *W. Banks & Sons, Wad- 
dington, £1,840 (subject to M.-H. approval). 

Clitheroe.—Erection of houses and roads 
sewers at Hurst Green site, for U.D.C.: ry 
Houghton’ & Sons, Grimsargh, £23,720 for 
houses; £3,750 for roads and sewers.—Hurst 
Green sewage disposal scheme, for R.D.C.: 
+William Eaves. & Co., Ltd., Blackpool, em 

Gravesend.—218 houses at Parrock estate, for 
B.C.: *Phe Gravesend and District Association 
of Building ‘Trades Employers, £290,137. 

Halesowen.—120 houses at Hasbury_ Farm 
estate, for. T.C. J. C. T. Cole (L-), Central- 
bldgs.,. Long-la., Blackheath, Birmingham. 34 
houses, groups “A” and “B”: *A, Pearce & 
Son, 68, Whitehall-rd., Bordesley Green, Bir- 
mingham, £37,806; 20 houses, group c *2 
Harper & Son (Blackheath), Ltd., Blackheath, 
Birmingham, £24,848; 22 houses, group “D”: 
*John Harris & Son, 159, New John-st., Black- 
heath, Birmingham, £23,972; 30 houses, group 
“E”: *A. H. Farmer, 27, Attwood-st., Hales- 
awen, £32,257: 14 houses, group “F”: *C, 
Burkes, Belle Vale, Halesowen, £15,890 (in lieu 
of tender withdrawn). 

Hambledon.—14 Swedish houses at Manor Lea 
site, Milford. for R.D.C. E. & S.: *Godalming 
Building & Construction Co., Ltd., The Wharf, 
Godalming, £11,665. 

Hartley Wintney.—16 houses at  Crondall, 
Hants, for R.D.C. P. Coleridge, Mead Meadow, 
Chobham, Surrey, architect. Quantities by 
Francis & Sons, London: *W. A. Green & Sons, 
Farnham, £23,139 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Hartley Wintney.—10 houses at Yateley, for 
R.D.C. P. Coleridge, Mead Meadow, Chobham, 
architects. Quantities by Francis & Co., Lon- 
don: {Sherfield Bros., Farnham, £13,142 (sub- 
Ject to M.H. approval). 

Hull.—Electricity stores at Ryde-av., for T.C. 
A. Rankine (A.), City A.: *Quibell & Sons, Ltd., 
354, Beverley-rd., Hull, £28,040. 


and 
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Huyton-with-Roby.—School buildings for St. 
Dominic and St. Aloysius’ R.C. school managers: 
*Tallis Bros., 182, South-st., Liverpool 8. 

Ince in Makerfield.—16 houses at Old Hall- 
st. site, for T.C.: *J. W. Liptrot, Ltd., £18,767. 

L.C.C.—Works for L.C.C. Repairs and altera- 
tions for adaptation of 9, Carmelite-st., for 
office accommodation: *E. H. Burgess, Ltd., 
34, Grosvenor-gdns., S.W.1, £1,594; reinstate- 
ment of bedrooms, etc., in nurses’ home (east 
wing at Bethnal Green Hospital): *Essex Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., £3,531; reinstatement of 
north-west corner of administration block at 
Grove Park Hospital: *Henry Kent (Builders), 
Ltd., £4,245; washing machines for bospitals: 
*Manlove, Alliott & Co., Ltd., £3,321; repaint- 
ing Highgate-archway: *S. ©. Grover, _Ltd., 
£992; repainting Albert Bridge: *W. T. Picker- 
ing & Sons, Ltd., £2,698. r 

L.C.C.—Erection of hutted school and kitchen 
and repairs to schoolkeeper’s house at Brad- 
mede school site :— 

Truett & Steel, Ltd., Westminster ... £16,295 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster ... = .. 16,161 
John Harrison (London), Ltd., Camber- 

well ... 14,474 


William Harbrow, Ltd., Rotherhithe ... 14,465 
L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., Clapham ... 14,210 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Clapham ... 13,816 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Brixton ... ... $13,671 


*Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham 12,794 

tSubject to variation in the event of increases 
in National Health contributions or any new 
social insurances. 

Ledbury.—12 houses at Long Acre site, for 
U.D.C.: *William Bowers & Co. (Hereford), 
Ltd. (U.D.C. to negotiate tender subject to 
approval of M.H.) 

Lichfield—80 houses for R.D.C. J. G. 
Rimand, S8., 22 at Armitage and 14 at Swiften: 
*E. G. Lester, Ltd., Cannock-rd., Milford, 
Stafford, £51,589; 24 at Queen-st., Chasetown: 
*L. Dainty, Ltd., Walsall Wood-rd., Aldridge, 
Walsall, £33,031; 20 at Brook-end, Fazeley: 
*Streathers, Ltd., Ideal Garage, Four Oaks, 
Birmingham, £24,227. 

London = (Admiralty)—Portsmouth, Ti.M.S. 
Excellent, Eastney : Concrete roads and drainage, 
Taylor Kent, Ltd., Weydown-rd., Haslemere, 
Surrey. Portsmouth, H.M.S. Excellent, Whale 
Island: Accommodation for W.R.N.S., J. Croad, 
Ltd., Portland-st., Portsmouth. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars 
tracts :— 

Portsmouth : H.M.S. “ Vernon,’ Repairs and 
decoration of buildings, J. Croad, Ltd., Port- 
land-st., Portsmouth. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended November 2 :— 
Maintenance of petrol installation: Rigg  & 
Remington, Lid., London, N.W.7; D. Bywater 
& Co., Lid., London, W.C.2; Simmonds & Haw- 
ker, Ltd., London, S.W.18; Barvis Partners, 
Ltd., Brentwood, Essex. Maintenance of petrol 
pumps: Avery-Hardoll, Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey. 
Painting work: Geo. Jones & Son, Liverpool. 
Surface dressing work: Thames Tar Products 
and Contractors, Ltd., Beddington-In., near 
Croydon. i 


of con- 


Heating installation: Comyn Ching & 
Co., (London), Ltd., London, W.C.2. General 
maintenance work: Burn Bros., Felton, Mor- 
peth. Alterations to heating installation : 
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Rowe.s (1924), Ltd, Neweastle-on-Tyne, 2. Re- 
roofing work; Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Croydon, 
Surrey. Building work: Thomas & Edge, Ltd.. 
London, S.E.18. 

L (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ending October 31: 
London : St. Martins-le-Grand, Central Telegraph 
Vifice, extensions, The Demoiition & Construction 
Co., Ltd., 3, St. James-sq., S.W.1; Woolwich 
B.C., Con. 7, additional sites for temp. houses. 
Lavender McMillan. Ltd., 54, Cheam Common- 
rd., Worcester Park, Surrey; Norgeby House. 
construction of cinemas, Harry Nea), 117, Baker- 
st., W.1. Aberdeen: Culter H.G. public school, 
dining-room and scullery, James Beake, Lid. 
7, Albbyn-ter., Aberdeen. Bucks: Wolverton 
elementary_ school, central canteen kitchen, 
Chowns, Ltd., Edinburgh-rd., Northampton. 
Devonshire: Honiton B.C., roads, sewers and 
site works for aluminium houses, Dudley Coles. 
Bainbridge-ave., Hartley, Plymouth. Essex . 
Shoeburyness, primary school, temp. schoo} 
kitchens, J. C, Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., 114, South- 
church-m,, Southendton-Sea4 Saffron Walden 
R.D.C., site work, ete., temp. houses, J. L. 
Glasscock & Sons, Successors, The Causeway, 
Bishops Stortford; Dunmow, M./A., Newton 
Hall, adaptations, Wm, Lindal], Gloucester-st.. 
Cambridge. Glamorgan : Aberdare, U.D.C.1, site 
work and foundations, aluminium houses, J. C. 
Jones (Bldrs.), Ltd., 37, Victoria-st.. Merthyr 
Tydfil; Ogmore and Garw, U.D.C.3; temp. 
houses, Thomas Cole & Sons, Ltd., Bridge-st. 


chbrs., Neath. Gloucester: Bristol, C.B.27. 
roads, sewers, foundation and _ site work, 
aluminium houses, Henry Kent (Bldrs.). Lta.. 


51, Beacon-rd., §8.E.13. Hampshire: Bourne- 
mouth, Stouriield secondary schoo], temp. build- 
ings, Victor L. Young, 4a, Porchester-rd.. 
Bournemouth; Boscombe, Holy Cross school. 
temp. buildings, Jenkins & ‘Sons, Ltd., 43. 
Holdenhurst-rd., Bournemouth ; Boscombe. 
secondary school, temp. buildings, Hayward * 
Sons (Bournemouth), Ltd., 400b, Holdenhurst-ra.. 
Bournemouth. 
_Midde: Ashford. Stanwell-rd., kitchen and 
dining-room, W. 8. Try, Ltd., wley, Dr. 
Uxbridge, Middx. Perthshire: Dunblane schoo: 
temp. classrooms, P. S. Nelson & Sons, Atholl-pl., 
Dunblane; Alyth school, Albert St. Alyth, temp. 
classrooms, Laird Bros., 13, Robertson-ter., Forfar. 
Stirlingshire : Bannockburn, site work and foun- 
dation. aluminium houses, Wm. Sprunt & Co., 
Ltd., Inverallan-rd.. Bridge of Allan. Sussea 
Battle, mixed school, Sedlescombe-rd., temporary 
buildings. A. E. Goodsell & Sons, 51, North-ter., 
Halton, Hastings, West Lothian: Blackridge 
site work and Uni-Seco houses. John Best (Edin 
burgh), Ltd., The Office, Warriston House, Edin- 
burgh, 4. Yorks: ifax, dining-room and 
scullery, F. Whatmough & Son, Ltd., 30, Moor- 
field-st., Halifax; Hull, Newlands C./®. school. 
temp. building, R. Cleminshaw, Ltd., 103, West- 
parade, Hull; Beverley, R.D.C.2, site work for 
aluminium houses, R. Cleminshaw, Ltd., 103. 
West-parade, Hull. North Cave, county schoo. 
kitchen and_ dining-room, Waddington, 
Wharfedall-bidgs., Boston Spa. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
sare by War Dept. for week ended October 


Cumberland : Miscellaneous work, Geo. Cowen 
& Son. Carlisle. Painting work, H. G. Oates, 
Ltd., Bradford. 

Longendale.—16 houses at Broadbottom and 
50 at Hollingworth, for U.D.C. W. Dobson, 
Chapman & Partners, Jordangate, Macclesfield. 
16 houses at Broadbottom: *Crompton Bros., 
Stockport-rd., Silver Hill, Hyde; 30 at Holling- 
worth: *Dean & Whipp, Clarendon-rd., Hyde. 

anchester.—Reinstatement of buildings at 
Cathedral Gates ‘and Cateaton-st.. for Sut- 
cliffe’s Ventilating and Drying Co.. Ltd., Halli- 
day & Agate (FF.). architects, 14. John Dalton- 
st.. Albert-sq.: *F. Butterworth (Blackley), 
Ltd., Armour-pl., Warren-st., Blackley, Man- 
chester 9. 

Manchester.—County_ Secondary. and Primary 
schools at_Brownley Green, Wythenshawe, for 
E G. H. Gawler, Chief Building Superin- 


tendent, Deansgate: *Robert Carlyle & Co., 


Ltd., Flsinore-rd., Old ‘Trafford, Man- 
chester 1 
Manchester.—Works, for  T.C.:—20 cottage 


flats at Bagulay Hall area (contract No. 14): 
*Matthews & Mumby, Ltd., Manchester; 250 
B.LS.F. houses at_ Newall Green area, Wythen- 
shawe: *Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd:, Sheffield: 


S houses at Baguley Hall area (contract No. 


2d): *Marsden’ & Chapman, Timperley; five 
shops, four flats and five garages at Hall-la., 
Baguley Hall area: *8. V. Broadbridge, Ltd.. 
Manchester. , ‘ 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions at Eldon-sq., 
for Portland Building Society. Architects, New- 
combe & Newcombe, 23, Eldon-sq., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *Thomas Curry & Son, Meldon-st . 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to works, for 
J. Herring & Co., Water-st.: *F. J. Hepple, 
Ltd., Dunn-st., Newcastle. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme. — 100° “ Cussins ” 
houses at  Moorthorne-cres., for T.C.: *C. 
Cornes & Son, Lichfield-st, Hanley, Stoke-on- 
Trent, £1,289 each. . 
.Newton Abbot.—Houses for U.D.C. Block of 
eight: *J. H. & W. R. Bovey & Sons; two blocks 


H 
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of four: *L. J. Cann & Co., Ltd., Moreton- 
hampstead, £8,342 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Nuneaton.— Extensions 34 works at Bath-rd., 
for Hart 7 Levy, Ltd. J. Stockdale Harrison 
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$ hen (F./A.), 7, St. Martin’s East, Leicester : 
Kellett & Son, 40, South ate, Leicester. 

"petaee handle at Glodwick Public Baths. 
for T.C. . Hobson, B.E.: *J. Heppenstall 

+ Soe. Park- rd., Oldham. 

skirk.—Houses at Manor-rd. site, for 
U. aCe *Berry & Hellowell, Ltd., Burscough 
(28 at £1, 090 each); *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., 
—_" (24 at £1,134 each and 28 at £1,120 
each). 

Rainford.—28 houses at Southern’s-la. site, for 
U.D.C.. R. Haycock, 8.: *Clough & seexell, 
Ltd., Billin; e-rd. Saw Mills, Wigan, 

Salford.— epairs at Tootal-rd. emg for 
City Council: *E. B. Jones & Rawlinson, Ltd., 
Salford, £4,170. 

Shefheld.—Works for T.C. W. George Davies 
(F.), City A. New practical and kitchen hut- 
ments and conversion of existing hutment into 
dining- room at Wadsle; ey. Bridge Special school : 

J. Gleeson, Lt 822, Chesterfield-rd., 
Woodseats 8, £2,732. Adaptation of 21, Broom- 
hall-rd. as hostel for Training College students : 
Fp in & Hague, £1,512; ada tation of 9 and 

Broomhall-rd. as hostel for Trainin 
stdente: *T. Roper & ant Ltd., 

3, £6,663 (all Bf * shetf eld). 

ee hildon.—50 houses at Dale-rd. 
U.D.C.: *C. Yeoman, Ryhope, 
£52,960 (subject to M.H. a proval). 

Stafford.—36 houses at_Rising Brook estate, 
for T.C. T. H. Higson, B.S. Four pairs each: 
Foe ive (Stafford), Ltd., Welvekamesat a 
£10,010; *E. G. Lester, Lid., Cannock-rd., 
ford, £9,942 ; a Espley, South- st., £9,872; ‘eHall 
& Son, 73, Peel-ter., £9,872; two pairs: *Sandy 
& Co., North Walls, £4,971 (all of Stafford). 

Stockton-on-Tees.—184 houses and 32 bunga- 
lows at Newham Grange estate, for T.C. Boro’ 
, 124, High-st.: *L. rhe & Son, Boathouse- 
la., Stockton-on-Tees, £247,005. 

Sutton Coldfield—16 houses at Tower-rd. 
estate, for T. T. Porter, B.S.: *Crossley 
Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Thurlstone- -av., Shelton, 
Birmingham 26. 

Tipton.—36 houses at Denbigh estate, for 
T.C. H. N. Woodward, B.S. (20): *N. Hyde, 
Claremont-rd., Sedgley. nr. Dudley, £22,980; 
(16) *Austin & Co., Walsall-rd., Aldridge, nr. 
Walsall, £18,836. 

Tynemouth. — Reinstatement of  Spri 
Gardens school, for E.C. Architects: Tate < 
Child, Trinity- bldgs., 25, New Bridge-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Thomas Syan, South Preston- 
gr., North ae £5,234. 

Urmston.—50 B.LS.F.” houses at  Win- 
chester-rd., Davyhulme, for U.D. 
peeing, M.Inst.C.E., . & S.: “Gilbert ‘Ash, 
Ltd., 1, Stanhope-gate, London, 1. 

Wallsend. — Additions at Monitor Works, 
King’s-rd. Architects: Hetherington & Wilson, 
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County-chbrs., 52, Westgate-rd.. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Thomas Clements & Sons, Selborne- 
gdns., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

etherby.—46 Airey houses at various sites, 
for R.D.C.: *Butterley & Co., Ltd. (subject to 
M.H. approval). 

Whiston.—14 Airey powers at three sites. 
Watson Garbutt, F.LA.S., A.M.LStruct.E.: 
*Banner Bros., 7, *Windsor- rd., Roby, Liverpool, 
£1,502 each house (heres Aspect) and £1,490 
each house (South Amport) 

ety: Bay.—Nine ouses at Woodleigh-rd. : 
° arlisle, Manor-ter., Tynemouth. 

Wirral. on houses = Spmerset- td., Pensby, 
for U.D.C._ H. 8.: L: Roberts 
(Cheshi ire), Ltd., a Old "Chester- rd., Bebington. 

Working ton.—100 ‘ Easiform ” houses at 
Salterbeck estate, for T.C. Handel Kay, B.S. : 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 


oe houses at Pelham-st., for T.C. 
Hewitt & Maughan, Worksop ... ~* A 921 
Mirfin & Dawson, Retford ... ca 063 
Leverton & Brown, Worksop _... 78,218 
G. G. Middleton & Sons, Worksop 78,218 
*J. E. smith, eg ie Worksop 74,935 

(Subject. to M.H. approval.) 

Wrexham.—54 “ Airey” houses, for R.D.C. 

D. C. Edwards, S.: 10 at Llay: *T. Williams, 


Isycoed, £14,007 ; 14 at Broughton and 30 at 
Minera: *J. - Bostock, Woodblue Villa, 
Eaevar, £20,300 and £42,900 (both of Wrex- 
nam). 
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SCAFFOLDING co. 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 
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Tel.: Temple Bar 5859 
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